
 

The JEWELS 

HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 13 
4:00 PM 

 
 

Good Friday 
April 14 

4:00 & 7:00 PM 
 
 
 

EASTER 
CELEBRATIONS 

April 15 & 16 
Saturday – 4:00 PM 

Easter Sunrise – 6:00 AM 
Sunday – 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A publication of Crown of Life Lutheran Church, Sun City West, AZ 

He Is Not Here By Pastor Phill   

Busy month, April. Holy Week. Easter. Tax day. Many of you packing up and 

travelling north. Remember to take time to appreciate the gifts God gives in this 

season of the church year. 

For me, first and foremost among those gifts is the Easter proof of the promises 

our Lord made to us in scripture – resurrection is real, Jesus is the Christ, God 

has a plan beyond this world, and in faith in Him you and I will share a 

resurrection like His. We who believe scripture is God’s Word read the 

eyewitness accounts of the miracle of resurrection and understand we are to 

take comfort that we are, after all only strangers here, heaven is our home and 

we will be there when He is ready for us. 

All of that makes me so sad that so many can’t believe it, that throughout history 

so many have refused to believe. Hard to make someone believe what they 

have hardened their hearts against, but you and I know that Matthew did not 

invent the events of his gospel. Neither did John. How else but after a personal 

experience of resurrection could James, a doubter throughout his life with his 

half-brother Jesus, have been turned so completely he became the first “bishop” 

in Jerusalem? How could Paul turn so completely around that he left the comfort 

of position and home to trek the known world teaching of the Christ? Why else 

would Peter write his letters, and work with Mark to create that second gospel? 

How can anyone imagine the author of Hebrews made up all of which he writes 

without a certain knowledge of Christ’s return from the dead? Those men wrote 

on three continents, over decades, telling the same story of a God who so loved 

the world that He sent His son to die for it, all of it.  

All of them knew the truth of resurrection, and God’s 

promises fulfilled within it. And all of them were so 

committed to that truth that they endured torture and the 

privations of difficult lives, and most of them awful deaths, 

in the service of truth. In the face of all of that, I find it 

easy to believe in even so unbelievable thing as 

resurrection from the dead. 

 I pray that you who do believe will find opportunity to 

APRIL 2017 

Planning ahead … 

Summer Worship Begins in May 
 
Our Summer Worship Schedule begins on the first weekend in May.  Service times are 
as follows: 

Saturday Worship – 4:00 PM 
Sunday Worship – 9:00 AM 

Sunday Bible Class – 10:15 AM 

 

continued on page 3 
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A Message from 
the President 
What a wonderful time of the church 
year!!  The time when we can all 
rejoice that our Savior Jesus, the 
Christ, died and rose from the grave 
to save us all from eternal damnation.  
How lucky we are that we can 
celebrate this miracle through the 
many worship services our wonderful 
staff have planned throughout Lent, 
Holy Week, and finally during our 
special celebration on Easter Sunday.  
I’d like to thank all of the many 
volunteers who make these services 
so meaningful and I hope to see all of 
you during this holy season so, 
together, we can thank our Savior for 
the many blessings he has bestowed 
upon us. 
   On another note, I was very 
heartened to learn that many LCMS 
Lutherans joined the hundreds of 
thousands who “Marched for Life” in 
Washington D.C. earlier this year.  
LCMS congregations stood out as 
they wore lime green hats with the 
words “March for Life with LCMS”. 
The synod contingent also sang 
hymns, many in four part harmony, 
and sang praises of Him who is Life.  
This provides encouragement that, 
someday, abortion can be banned 
and that all people, regardless of age 
will be respected and saved. 
May God bless each and every one 
of you during this special time of our 
church year and always. 
 
  Yours in Christ, 

 Dave Brodzeller 

 
 

 

 

 

This month we rejoice in the Good News 
of forgiveness, life and salvation in our 
risen Lord!  Christ’s birth, death and 
resurrection reveal how much God loves 
us.  It also shows the great lengths He will 
go to forgive in order to bring us back to 
Him.    
   Forgiveness is not a hollow word.  It can 
be tough to forgive.  Imagine Christ on the 
cross crying out in His pain, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” (Luke 23:34)  If we hold Christ and the 
forgiveness He extended in our hearts, we 
must also be willing to go to such lengths 
to forgive those we believe have hurt us.  
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 
but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15)  We 
learn in GriefCare forgiveness is essential 
to healing our hearts. 
   Because of the Lord’s forgiveness, we 
are assured a place in Heaven.  We are 
assured of reuniting with our loved ones 
who have died in Christ.  We are assured 
that our enemy, death, has been 
conquered and defeated.   
   As we celebrate Christ’s victory over 
death, we are aware that as baptized 
Christians, we will share in Christ’s death.  
Scripture tells us, “Do you not know that 
all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death?  We were buried therefore with 
Him by baptism into death, in order that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:3-4) 
   This can strike great fear in our hearts.  
However, we can hold fast to the 
assurance that Christ will walk with us 
through the valley of death (Psalm 23), 
and when we die in faith, we will 
immediately be in the presence of 
Christ.  We will enjoy His presence, 
peace and joy and God’s great blessing 
of being reunited with our loved ones. 
“There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain….”  
(Revelation 21:4) 
   If you feel you are in the valley of 
death and despair as you grieve the loss 
of a loved one, and if you would like 
comfort to help you bear your loss and 
strengthen and support you in your 
journey, please join us in our GriefCare 
support group starting April 5.  We will 
meet on Wednesdays from 9:30 AM to 
11:30 AM in the Chapel.  Many people 
have found comfort, healing and a closer 
relationship with God, Christ and the 
Holy Spirit through this ministry. 
   God’s blessings, peace and comfort as 
we rejoice in our risen Savior! 
 

Spring Voter’s Meeting 
 

April 23 – 9:15 AM 
(Between Services) 

 
All communicant members are urged to attend!  Copies of Council reports will be made 
available to you in writing on the weekend of April 15 & 16.  Additional copies will be 
available in the church office.   

Christ Has Risen! by Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 
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Joining the Church Triumphant 

Norma Foster – February 25, 2017 

We celebrate the victory won for the faithful dead, but we grieve for our 

beloved as well, knowing that God honors our tears. 
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Parish Nurse Update 
by Carol Steficek, Parish Nurse 

 

Microsleep Can Cause 
Problems 
Microsleep happens when  people are 
very tired and their brains begin to 
partially shut down. This will actually 
cause a period of temporary 
unconsciousness lasting from 1 to 30 
seconds.  This is an all-too-common 
factor in drowsy driving accidents. 
Microsleep was the cause of the 
Chernobyl nuclear explosion, the 
Valdez oil spill, and the space shuttle 
Challenger explosion. 
   Here are some signs: a blank stare, 
dropping the head and jerking it back 
up, slow and frequent blinking, a 
sudden jerk of the body, not being 
able to recall the last minute. You can 
prevent this by: taking a short nap of 
20 minutes to refresh, pull off the road 
when you feel tired and schedule 
regular stops when driving, drink 
caffeinated beverages, use a co-pilot 
on long trips to help with driving. 
 
 

Health Fair:  A giant THANK YOU 

to all people involved in any way 
making our 3rd annual Health Fair a 
success.  You are SO appreciated by 
your parish nurse! 

 

Cancer Companions 
Our next 9 week session of Cancer 
Companions began on March 22nd  
but it's not too late to come now.  
Give a flyer or bookmark from the 
pew to someone you know who can 
benefit from the support! 
 

 
 

   

You're invited to attend a special Bible study led by Concordia Professor 
Rev. Dr. C. J. Armstrong 
 
                                        How do 500-year-old differences in the church affect me today? 
 

      SATURDAY APRIL 1, 2017 
           10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
 
Complimentary morning snacks & lunch provided 

He Is Not Here 
continued from cover 

All of them knew the truth of resurrection, and God’s promises fulfilled within it. And 
all of them were so committed to that truth that they endured torture and the 
privations of difficult lives, and most of them awful deaths, in the service of truth. In 
the face of all of that, I find it easy to believe in even so unbelievable thing as 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
I pray that you who do believe will find opportunity to exercise that faith in these last 
weeks of Lent and into Holy Week, either here among us or at that other place you 
call home. Join with us in celebrating the last Wednesday Lenten service, Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter weekend, and perhaps especially the 
fellowship of other Christians. 
          *     *     * 
 
Nothing seems sacred or safe these days. The phone rings, you answer, and a voice 
says your computer is having problems, I’m from Microsoft, and I can help you if only 
you will let me in to your computer. Anyone who has allowed that has been sorry 
ever since… There have always been con men, folks who do not have the same sense 
of right and wrong we have, who live only to cheat you out of what is yours so it can 
be theirs, and these days there are many new ways to exercise their deception. 

And the opportunities for identity theft have continued to multiply – even after you’ve 

gone to heaven!  Hollis cut out an article underscoring that very point: seems that 

“ghosting,” that is, stealing the identity of the deceased, is a current thing. Per Linda 

Vitale’s article in our local paper, 2.5 million deceased people are victims of identity 

theft each year. And what can be done with the identity of a loved one you’ve lost? 

Vitale lists several ways the unscrupulous can strike: filing phony tax returns, applying 

for loans, fraudulent credit accounts, etc. Seems that if too much information is 

revealed in obits, or obtained otherwise, the opportunity to steal that identity is very 

real. We’ve scanned the article; if you haven’t seen it, send me an email and I will 

forward the scanned article. Once again we learn we live in the devil’s playground, 

and we must be cautious in ways that would never occur to us. 

And yet, in all of it, remember: Easter is a-comin’! May God’s blessings be apparent to 

you in this season, and every season. 

 

     Pastor Phill 
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Treasurer’s Report 
by Dan Mehner, Treasurer 

The February financial statement 
shows budgeted year-to-date income 
of $137,175 and actual income of 
$149,973.  Year-to-date budgeted 
expenditures were $129,167 with 
actual expenses of $107,295.  Here’s 
where we stood at the end of 
February: 
 
          BUDGET       ACTUAL 
 
Receipts         $ 66,650      $ 69,849 
Expenses        $ 64,583      $ 57,123 
 
There are still a number of 

statements and offering 
envelopes that have not been 

picked up.  Please stop in the office 
and pick yours up today! 
 

 
 

 

We’ve Got Mail! 
Dear Crown of Life Friends, 
My family and I wish to thank you for 
your prayers, cards and well wishes 
after the passing of my husband Mike 
Lackey.  Pastor Phill, thank you for 
your comforting spiritual care at the 
hospital and at the Memorial Service. 
A special thanks to Sue Stuempfig 
and Susan Greening for their help 
and guidance in the preparation of 
the Memorial Service.  Difficult times 
are a bit easier with the love of Jesus 
through our Christian families. 
 
 Blessings to all,  
 Evelin Lackey and Family 
 
 
What a loving Church family at 
Crown of Life.  Thank you for the 
condolences, prayers and memorials 
in honor of Aggie.  They lightened 
the burden of her passing.   
 
 In Christian Love, 
 Chuck Wasem & Family 
 

 

 

Thoughts by Pastor Gary  
 

by Roger Hicks, 

 

 

Book Club by Judy Brodzeller 

The Book Club selection for April 17 is The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.  The 
selection for May 15 is Woman of God by James Patterson and Maxine Patro. 
 
We meet on the third Monday of each month from September-May at 10:30 AM  
in the Conference Room. 

“Do you hear what these children are saying?” (the chief priest and the teachers of the 

Law) asked Him.  “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have your never read, ‘From the lips of 

children and infants you have ordained praise’?” (Matthew 21: 16) 

Quite often parents save their toddlers from physical harm.  Sometimes the roles are 

reversed as children save their parents. 

“You forgot this,” said a three-year-old son of a Maplewood, Missouri, policeman as 

the latter was getting ready to go on duty.  He was bringing his father’s bullet-proof 

vest.  Later that evening, as the policeman was interrupting a burglary, he was shot – 

but the vest saved his life. 

“A little child will lead them,” wrote Isaiah in a prophecy of the Messiah’s rule of 

peace (Is 11:6).  The Lord Jesus likewise had good things to say about children, about 

those who believe in Him implicitly.  He said adults should learn from them and 

believe as they did if they wanted to enter the kingdom of heaven.  He commended 

the Palm Sunday children who were praising Him in the temple. 

Perhaps in our life you can recount instances when children saved you, perhaps in a 

very real sense.  In Canada a father was crushed under a car when the jack slipped.  

His young son, besides calling for help, used all his strength to lift up the car so that 

the father could breathe, thus saving his life.  Children are a blessing to parents 

especially when they pray for them, set them the example of simple faith, and bring 

joy into the home.  They can help save tottering marriages. 

“Saved by a child” applies especially to our salvation in and by Jesus Christ.  Isaiah 

prophesied of Him when he announced, “To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given” 

(Is 9:6).  When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the angel said to the shepherds, “Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord”            

(Luke 2:11).  This Child, the Son of God, grew up to lead an obedient life on our 

behalf and on the cross to bear the consequences of our sins.  Only in Him do we 

find forgiveness and peace with God.   

Ask God in your prayers today to bless you with a childlike humility and with a strong 

faith in His son, our Savior Jesus Christ.  And when you do, you shall have all the 

strength to lift up the entire world, thus saving your life and those of your children and 

grandchildren. 

 
 

The JEWELS 

New GriefCare Group Begins 
Wednesday, April 5 
9:30 – 11:30 AM 

Call Christine Escobar – 623-218-6794 
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Coming Soon 
by Judy McCall, Assimilation Committee 

 
April 19 

Lake Pleasant Sunset Dinner Cruise 
Cost: $58.00 per person 

Thank you to all who paid early so we 
could confirm the charter exclusively 

for COL members and friends. 

 
 

 

Christian Cards for 
Sale by Pat Petersen 
We have greeting cards for sale in 
the Chapel.  Cards include 
birthday, anniversary, Easter, 
confirmation, graduation, get well, 
sympathy, friendship, and others.  
Cards are sold individually for $.50 
each or by the box (prices are 
marked on the box).   
   If you have questions or need 
assistance, please contact Pat 
Petersen (623-546-4440) or Gail 
Lindley (623-374-7705). 

 
 

 

Altar Flowers  
by Florella Denzin 
 

The LAST DAY to sign up for 

EASTER LILIES & MUMS 

is April 6!  We thank all who 

have already signed up.   
 
A reminder to the Flower 
Committee members:  Our next 
meeting is scheduled for 2:00 PM 
on April 6. 
 
 

 

LWML Update by Barbie Aden, VP Communications 

Can a boutique be a “missionary” station? Yes, that’s what Son Glow 

Ministries is, right here in Surprise. ALL their profits are given to evangelical 

field missionaries. They have a wonderful story to tell, and have agreed to 

host our LWML group on Tuesday, April 11 at 1:30 PM at their 

boutique. Since they will serve light snacks, they need to know by April 3, 

how many are coming. Please contact me (623-544-9831) 

or tbaden@centurylink.net if you plan to attend. After their presentation, we 

can roam around their boutique (full of bling and wonderful girly stuff), with 

a 20% off coupon! Come, enjoy the fun! 

   And have a very blessed Easter. Praise God, Jesus is risen!  

 
 
 

 
Saying Goodbye for the Summer 
Does the office have your summer address and the dates of your departure and 
arrival? Please be sure to call the office BEFORE you leave. Many thanks.  Have a 
great summer … we look forward to your return in fall! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

For more information contact: 

Carol Steficek, Parish Nurse 

mailto:(623-544-9831
mailto:tbaden@centurylink.net
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Happy Birthday 

3    Colleen Doede 
3 Dorothy Statton 
4 Dottie Kuppler 
6 Arlin Bates 
6 Lois Krueger 
6 Sandra Zimburean 
7 Betty Landercasper 
7 Rev. John Pope 
7 Cookie Rawson 
9 David Koelsch 
9 Chuck Wasem 
10 Phyllis Cavalieri 
10 Annamarie Hartge 
10 Marlena Meyer 
10 Kathe Schmidt 
11 Lou Burgess 
11 Colleen Lekawa 
12 Cheri Kuchta 
12 Bob Weber 
13 Howard Ludden 
13 Barbara Williams 
14 Clar Hansen 
14 Trudy Piontek 
16 Al Waldron 
18 John Amend 
18 Rachel Horton 
18 Elaine Treftz 
19 Paul Beilstein 
19 Marie Pearson 
20 Ken Hagemann 
21 Irene Ellwein 
22 Leonard Gadeken 
22 Trish Heinzmann 
22 Sharon Smith 
22 Irene Taplin 
24 Rev. Marc VanderWerf 
25 Gloria DeCaen 
25 Judy Vogel 
26 Marlie Abrahamson 
26 Eugene Renico 
26 Madeline Renico 
27 Roger Ferch 
27 Becky Stinar 
27 June Wilde 
29 Shirley Parks 
30 Sally Hemmerling 
30 Karen Stearns  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
3    Joel & Karen Block 
3 Clar & Marilyn Hansen 
3 Bill & Stacey Smaltz 
4 Al & Jan Knutsen 
5 Arthur & Frances Spreitzer 
6 Paul & Kathy Beilstein 
6 Larry & Sandra Hoecker 
10 Al & Lori Bronner 
10 George & Paula Duffey 
10 Harold & Wilma Schwandt 
11 Jim & Sharron Ziemer 
12 Larry & Marlene Brown 
17 Ken & Sandy Warren 
18 Jerry & Florella Denzin 
22 Otto & Phyllis Kelly 
22 Wiley & Darlene McAfee 
22 Bob & Karen Swinko 
27 Don & Barbara Williams 
28 Ron & Deb Christ 
28 John & Sandra Zimburean 
29 Hank & Mary Striewing 
 

Altar Flowers 

 
Apr 1-2  Paul & Kathy Beilstein, 
  on the occasion of their 
  21st anniversary 
 
Apr 1-2 Nora Mara, in loving 
 memory of mother  
 Mary Delewsky 
 
Apr 1-2 Clar & Marilyn Hansen, 
 in loving memory of their 
 mothers & 40th wedding 
 anniversary 
 
Apr 8-9 Ed & Mary Pisacich,  
 in loving memory of  
 Eva Pisacich & Jim Kocha 
 
Apr 8-9 Larry & Gladys Strohschein  
 in loving memory of  
 daughter Pam 
 
Apr 22-23 Cora Weiss, for the 
 blessings in her life 
 
Apr 29-30 Bill & Susie Venohr, in 
 loving memory of Mom’s 
 (Sally Hemmerling) 80th 
 birthday 
 
 
 
 
 

The JEWELS 

Those Who Serve  
Senior Pastor     Rev. Phill Robbins 
Assisting Pastor  Rev. Gary Smith 
Pastoral Assistants 
   Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. Roland Kroll, 
   Rev. Ron Luedemann, Rev. Ray Mirly 
ELDERS 
(S) Ron Christ, Marty Irwin 
(E) Ed Kristof, Duane Rawson 
(L) Marty Irwin, Al Stoudemire 
TRUSTEES 
(S) Larry Hieb 
(E) Myron Holen 
(L) David Koelsch 
ALTAR GUILD 
(S) Doris Van Peeren, Nada Workman, 
    Helper: Joyce Hassan 
(E) Gail Lindley, Sue Woodward 
(L) Pat Peterson, Carolyn Ziegler 
GREETERS 
(S) Martha Denny, Larry Hafeman, 
 Lyn & Patti Schneidmiller  
(E) Bruce & Myrna Borchert,  
 Will & Harriet Krueger,  
 Tom & Dianne Mertins 
(L) See below 
GUEST BOOK 
(S) Lyn & Patti Schneidmiller 
(E) Donna Ash 
(L) See below 
FLOWERS 
   Florella Denzin, Jan Drake, Pat Fronk,  
   Vicki Jolin, Pat King, Sheila Mecham,  
   Karen Murphy, Darlene McAfee,  
   Jan Tvinnereim, Cora Weiss 
SOUND TECHNICIANS 
   Paul Stuempfig, Coordinator 
(Sa) Joe Jellison, Dave Sawyer 
(Su) Bruce Borchert, Dave 
 Brodzeller, Gerry Harpt,  
 Tom Mertins, Ron Schumann, 
 Paul Stuempfig 
SCREENS 
   Tom Mertins, Coordinator 
VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
   Bob Murray, Darlene McAfee, 
   Wiley McAfee 
USHERS 
(S) Al & Jan Knutsen,  
 Ron & Nora Mara 
(E)  Merv Tvinnereim,  
  Mike & Sue Krischler,  
  Wayne & Carol Leiner,  
  Barb Murray, Walt Rodie, 
  Jan Tvinnereim 
(L)  John Thomas, Paul Brown,  
  Mark Gosseck, Larry Hieb, Gene  
  & Ilene Kuebler, George Schwartz,  
  Bill Schulzetenberg 

GREETERS (10:30) 
Aletha Clay 
Carol Huff 
Carol Kleinschmidt 
 
GUEST BOOK (10:30) 
Barbie Aden 
 

April 2017 
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Easter Breakfast by Myron Holen 

The Men of the Church will again serve breakfast BETWEEN services (after the 8 AM 

service and before the 10:30 AM service) on Easter Sunday. A free-will offering will be 

taken. All proceeds (after expenses) will go to benefit the Choices Pregnancy Center in 

Glendale, a right-to-life and anti-abortion group. Please be generous for this great 

organization. 

 

Coffee and donuts only will be available immediately following the 6 AM Sunrise service. 

 


