
            

Are Christian Values Still of Value? 
      by Pastor Phill, Sr. Pastor   
What things did the Christ value? First, an enduring faith. He declares (John 6) that the 
will of His (and our) Father is that none of those given to Him will be lost, but will join the 
faithful in heaven. Faith in Him as our savior is the key there, a gift of God, a treasure of 
ours. 
 

Next, the Sacraments, as instruments of God’s grace. God gave us means, in baptism and 
the Supper, to recognize that our values are different from that of the world around us, 
increasingly so now. Where are those gifts, God’s sacraments, offered? In the church. We 
are meant as His people to gather in celebration of our faith through God’s grace. We do 
so now in new ways, gathered and scattered, strange for us, and yet His word is 
proclaimed to all who will listen in any way. 
 

The Commandments are the very definition of Christian values, given in the desert to 
God’s people, reiterated and amplified on the mountainside by Jesus (Matthew 5 and 6). 
Let’s not forget the Golden Rule, Matthew 7: “So that whatever you wish that others 
would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” As Jesus values 
us, so He asks us to value others. 
 

We look around and realize that apparently very few Americans still hold these things as 
true and useful. Perhaps it is only because we almost never hear, in our wonderful media, 
of people or organizations that revere and support the values above. It seems that for so 
many, Christian values have no value any more. 
 

American society has undertaken to distance itself from the teachings of Scripture, for 
example redefining marriage, attempting to dictate what persons must be hired in 
religious organizations regardless of whether those persons understand and support the 
teachings of the church, etc. There have been some moments of rationality – the Court 
decided a state could not discriminate against a religious school in denying it funds for 
playground renovation, as one example. Generally, though, it seems that government has 
taken to accepting, even promoting, behavior that runs counter to Biblical principles. An 
example: deciding that destructive, violent rioting is protected by the Constitutional right 
to peaceful assembly. Personal responsibility as envisioned by those Commandments 
seems to have become an anachronism, ancient words that are meaningless in a “woke” 
society. 
 

In this political season you will not hear me advocate for a particular candidate for any 
office. You will hear me ask you, the voting Christian, to look into your hearts for what is 
right and wrong. You will hear me ask you to determine what a party or candidate stands 
for, examine how a platform embraced by a party or candidate supports or undermines 
the Biblical, Christian values we hold. I will ask you to apply a Biblical world view to the 
intense spiritual warfare being waged around us in this nation. And if you choose not to 
apply those tests as you vote, that is your right as an American citizen, a right people 
have fought and died for. 
 

May God continue to so richly bless this nation and her people, and especially you and 
me as individuals of faith in a time of challenge to that faith. 

          Pastor Phill 
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Summer Worship 
Schedule Continues 

 
 

Saturday – 4 PM 
Sunday – 9 AM 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sundays 

Bible Class – 10:15 AM  
(Parish Hall) 

 

Mondays 
Women's Bible Study – 9:30 AM 

(Zoom) 
 

Wednesdays 
Pastor Ron's Bible Class -  

9:30 AM 
(Parish Hall) 

 

Fridays 
Men's Bible Study - 9:00 AM 
(Zoom; 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday) 
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Thank You Notes…. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you to an amazing 
congregation for adding to the joy of 
my retirement. I received so many 
heartfelt notes and cards that have 
truly touched my soul. This was not 
an easy decision. I so loved working 
at COL for the past 23 years. As I 
weighed all the factors with the 
upcoming busy fall schedule, I know 
that it was best to step down and give 
plenty of time to make decisions for 
the future of COL. You have been a 
blessing to me. I am so grateful to 
have had an opportunity to work with 
Pastor Phill and the spectacular staff!  
My time at COL was a blessing to 
Paul and me. Thank you all for this 
blessed journey! 
 
With my gratitude and anticipation, 
Sue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members & Friends at  
Crown of Life,  
 
Thank you for your prayers and 
expression of deepest sympathy 
during the loss of my wife, Mary Lou 
Blackmore.  Your thoughtfulness is 
appreciated more than words can 
say.  Also, thanks for the many cards 
and lovely notes of appreciation at 
the time of my retirement as organist 
after 21 years on the staff at Crown of 
Life.  I have truly enjoyed my years of 
work as organist at this wonderful 
church. May God continue to bless 
Crown of Life's very significant 
ministry for many years to come.  
   
Gratefully yours.  
Byron Blackmore 
 

 

Bob Coursen is the new Principal Organist at Crown of Life 
Lutheran Church.  Bob comes from a musical family.  His 
father was an organist and choirmaster for 50 years. His 
mother and siblings are active musicians as well, mom now 
being in the heavenly choir.   
 

Bob has a love for the Lord and for music and has been 
active as an organist for over 49 years. Bob and his wife 
Robin moved to Sun City West last year.  They have two 
grown children, Daniel and Hannah-Grace.     
 
 

From the Board of Elders by Tom Leshney, Chairman 

       
          

   Your Elders want to thank you for your donations which made 
  the first weekend of the restarted food drive an incredible  
  success. Because of your generosity, Crown of Life was able 
to   deliver more than 400 lbs. of food to St. Mary's Food Bank on 
  Monday, August 3rd. We pray the Holy Spirit will guide us  
  toward exhibiting the same level of Christian charity as we  
  move forward through the balance of this year and into          
  2021. The next food drive will be the weekend of September 
  5th and 6th. 

  

     Blessings and Prayers, 
     Tom Leshney, Chariman 
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My name is Holly Gast and I am blessed to be 
the new Church Administrator here at Crown 
of Life Lutheran Church.  I wanted to take a 
moment to introduce myself and my family as I 
haven't had the opportunity to meet many of 
you due to these strange times.  
 
My family and I moved to Sun City, Arizona 
from Jackson, Wisconsin.  My husband, Tim 
Gast, is the Community Director at North 
Valley Christian Academy.  We have 2 beautiful 
children named Emma and Lucas.  Emma is 7 
years old and enjoys Frozen the movie, playing 
games and swimming in the pool.  Lucas is 4 
years old and enjoys playing with rocks, balls, 
and swimming in the pool.  Tim and I enjoy 
spending time with family, hiking and traveling 
when time allows.     
 
 

Meet the Gast Family 
      by Holly Gast 

Meet Bob Coursen 
      by Robert Coursen 
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In the Mailbag 
 

Dear COL family,  
 

We are so thankful for the cards, calls, and concern shown to us during Nee's extended hospital stay for pneumonia.  It was an 
especially difficult time for us during the early stages of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are so grateful for the prayers lifted up in 
her behalf, as they were felt.  We praise God for His mercy, and His answer to those prayers. It is truly a marvel to witness His 
magnificent healing power in action. Nee is much better and gaining her strength back daily. God's blessings to all the COL 
Prayer Warriors.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  
       In Christ's Love, Larry & Nee Hieb 

September 2020 

There’s a story told about a young boy who was shooting rocks with his new slingshot.  
He could never hit is target.  One day he was staying with his Grandma and little sister 
Sally.  On that day he spied his Grandma’s prized duck in the yard and without blinking 
an eye; he took dead aim at the duck and let the rock fly from his slingshot.  The rock hit 
its mark and the duck was dead.  The boy panicked and hid the duck in the woodpile 
only to look up and see his sister standing there.  After lunch that day, Grandma told 
Sally to help with the dishes and Sally responded “Johnny told me he would help you 
today”.  Johnny didn’t want to do the dishes, yet Sally whispered to him “Remember the 
duck!”  So, Johnny did the dishes. 
 
Besides, what choice did he have?  For the next several weeks, every time Johnny and 
Sally were at their Grandma’s house, there was Johnny at the sink doing the dishes.  
Sometimes it was out of duty, but more often it was out of guilt of his sin.  Sally kept 
reminding him “Remember the duck.” 
 
Then Johnny became very weary of his duty and his sin.  He decided that his 
punishment would be better than washing more dishes, so he confessed to killing the 
duck.  “I know”, replied his Grandma.  “I was looking out the window that morning and I 
saw the whole thing.” 
 
Then his Grandma said some comforting words of beauty to Johnny.  “Because I love 
you, I forgave you.  I wondered how long you would let Sally make you a slave.”   
Johnny had been pardoned, but he thought he was guilty.  And why?  Johnny was only 
listening to the words of his accuser, and not the words of forgiveness. 
 
Do you suffer guilt from something in your past?  If you do, don’t listen to that voice of 
your accuser--Satan.  Instead listen to that loving, comforting voice of Jesus as He tells 
you “I died just for you so that ALL your sins have been forgiven and I will never 
remember them again.”  Don’t hang onto your guilt. Jesus doesn’t hang onto your sins 
so why should you!  
 
- 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thoughts from Pastor Gary 
 

by Roger Hicks, 

 

 

President's Message 
 

"Jesus is Lord" 
 

If you have any doubt Paul put 
this into perspective in Philippians 
2:5-11 (please read).  The name 
“Jesus” captures the whole 
content of scripture, letter and 
spirit, law and gospel, death and 
resurrection, sin and salvation, 
darkness and light.  With the 
mere mention of the name 
“Jesus”, we see a human being 
who is God with us. 
 
Early Christians saw the 
expression “Jesus is Lord” as the 
content of their faith and their 
witness to the world.  So much so 
that they were willing to lose 
everything and even die for what 
they knew and believed.  How 
about you and me?  With the way 
things are going today in this 
crazy world we may soon get to 
find out. 
 
May Jesus, the Lord God, Yahweh 
walk with and watch over us 
during these troubling, uncertain 
times. 
 

Jay Nelson 
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Joining the Church Triumphant 
 

Crown of Life members who recently were called home to Heaven are: 
 

Beverly Turk - June 23 
Alfred Bronner - June 23 

Phillip Warenfelt - June 27 
Jeanette Rudat - August 13 

Patricia Heinzmann - August 21 
 
We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved as 
well, knowing that God honors our tears. 
 

Flower Committee 
By Florella Denzin 
 

September is here!  We appreciate 
your altar flower offerings.  Holly is 
taking your flower date choices in 
the office and she coordinates with 
me.   This is my birthday month, 
but whenever yours, and especially 
during our current status, think 
about these lines: 
 
Count your garden by the flowers, 
never by the leaves that fall. 
Count your days by golden hours, 
don't remember clouds at all. 
Count your nights by stars, not 
shadows. 
Count your life by smiles, not 
tears.  
And with joy, on every birthday 
Count your age by friends, not 
years.   
 

 
September Altar 
Flowers 
 

Sept 5-6  
Dean & Donna Braatz in 
celebration of their 17th 
wedding anniversary.  

 
Sept 12-13 

Cora Weiss, in loving memory 
of husband Phil's birthday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To sign up for Altar flowers please 
call or email the church office at 
office@colchurch.com or 623-546 
6228.  Thank you.   

 
 

Classes starting Wednesday, September 9 via Zoom 
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Where Do You Seek Comfort, Peace and Joy 
During a Pandemic? By Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 
 

Jesus said, I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In 
the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world. 
(John 16:33) 

It may seem that these words have never rung truer than during this time of 
Covid-19.  Personally, I have never lived through such a disruptive time of life.  My 
favorite scripture verse for calming myself down and re-focusing is Be still and 
know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) I know God is working His plan through each 
and every day. 

Since concerns concerning the spread of the Covid-19 virus continue, our 
GriefCare sessions will continue on Zoom until the end of the year.  We have 
been meeting via Zoom since the end of March, and we have continued to enjoy 
the encouragement, support and healing of this program and each other.  All one 
needs is an email account or a phone to join.  It is actually quite easy to 
participate by phone, desktop, laptop or iPad.  We pray that in January 2021 we 
will be able to once again meet in person.   

We are grateful that technology has allowed us to stay in touch with loved 
ones during this time of physical distancing.  Information concerning our 
GriefCare program has been posted to Crown of Life Lutheran Church’s website 
and Facebook page.  Please share or email this information to anyone you know 
who is struggling with the loss of a loved one and would benefit from our 
program.  COL members and non-members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 

Kaiser Heath News recently published an article by Judith Graham entitled, 
“Bereaved Families Are ‘the Secondary Victims of Covid-19.’”  This article states 
“Coping with grief, especially when it is complicated by social isolation and 
trauma, takes time.  If you are looking for help …one option is GriefShare, offered 
by churches across the country.”  This is the program we offer at Crown of Life 
Lutheran Church.  It has helped so many people heal and move forward with joy 
in their lives and in a way that honors God and their loved ones.  

Our 13-week GriefCare program “Your Journey from Mourning to Joy,” will 
begin on Wednesday, September 9 (9:30 am to 11:30 am (AZ time).  We look 
forward to seeing you! 

Please call Christine Escobar at 623.218.6793 or email 
griefcare@colchurch.com for more information and to register for these sessions.  
 

 
 
 

Crown of Life is on 
Social Media 
By Holly Gast, Church Administrator 
 

Did you know that Crown of Life is on 
Social Media?  
 
Crown of Life has a Facebook page 
where you can access Pastor Mirly's 
daily devotional thought, sign-up for 
weekly worship services, worship online 
and more.  We started and will continue 
to use Facebook as an avenue to reach 
out to members and our community.  If 
you have Facebook, please check out 
our Facebook page. 
 
Not only is Crown of Life on Facebook 
but we also have a YouTube channel.  
Because of the Covid-19 pandemic we 
have been offering and will continue to 
offer online worship services.  We offer 
our online services through our Crown 
of Life YouTube page.   
 
To access the Crown of Life Facebook 
and YouTube pages please go to our 
website at colchurch.com and you will 
find links on our home page for both.   
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Arlin Bates, Treasurer 
 
 

                         July 2020                     Year-to-Date 2020 

  BUDGET    ACTUAL         BUDGET ACTUAL 
Receipts  $ 62,610 $ 56,205 Receipts      $494,696 $488,762 
Expenses    $ 68,506 $ 69,429          Expenses     $462,685 $486,001 
 
 
I wish to thank each and every one of you for the continued support to Crown 
of Life church during these trying times. We are meeting budgets and have 
been able to continue our mission work.  May God bless you all! 
 

 

mailto:griefcare@colchurch.com
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New Era for Stephen Ministry by Charles Crover, Stephen Ministry 

 

     Stephen Ministers are well aware of our current challenges.  We all are facing a tragic 
world…. living in a bad society with much folly, sin and misery.  There are many human 
imperfections under the sun.  We as CHRISTIANS live under the sunny side of the world 
and show good-well towards one's fellow-men.  We value goodness and rightness 
highly, always. We are extremely proud to be on God's side. It is very important that we 
maintain God's righteous path. We are always ready to provide comfort and support for 
people in need. Stephen Ministry is your ministry at Crown of Life.  Stephen Ministry is 
built to last.  
     As Christians, we often think how grateful we are living in Sun City West or in 
surrounding communities, a land in virtual paradise, as we hear of tragedies and unrest 
in our country and around the world.  We become even more grateful by the day as we 
realize this while on our patio and look at the beautiful flowers, and watch the 
numerous birds folic in our landscape, listening to the early morning songs of our doves 
and Quail. Christians thank God for all life and what He has given us. Arizona is a 
beautiful place to live.  Most of all, we have wonderful families, many church friends, a 
church where we can worship without fear of reprisal that quite often does not exist in 
our world.  We thank our church leaders for the wonderful job they do in their 
leadership and providing the word of God.  Restated, we have a lot to be thankful for.  
All of us in Stephen Ministries hope and pray that you, your loved ones, and the people 
you care for are healthy and safe.  We know the COVID-19 Pandemic has impacted 
everyone, for people all over the world and especially in our own community and 
neighborhoods.  There is a raising level of fear, stress, and anxiety for people all over the 
world.  All of this underscores the importance of caring for people and meeting their 
needs.  Stephen Ministry is there to serve.  
     As Stephen Ministers, we are functioning as normally as possible while protecting our 
staff, and following the guidelines from our staff and Christian Leaders.  Some of our 
Stephen Ministers are still working remotely with people in need. It is important why we 
Christians have the responsibility to promote Christianity and serve wherever we can.  
We, also, are in the process of revitalizing our current thinking to combat our current 
situation.  
     We encourage you to stay safe and take the appropriate precautions.  We also invite 
you to join us in praying for all those affected by the virus.  The love of God through His 
loving Son is stronger than ever.  May the Lord bless you and keep you safely under 
God's umbrella.  
     Stephen Ministry is still available as a telephone-based outreach. For information 
about Stephen Ministry contact Pastor Gary at 623-546-6228 or Dee Harries (Referral 
Coordinator) at 785-562-6801. 
 

 

Message from the Parish Nurse 
 

Dear Crown of Life Members, 
 

It is with sadness that I tell you that I have resigned my position as Parish Nurse at 
Crown of Life effective August 31st.  It makes it doubly difficult as we are still separated by 
Covid-19 and many of you are in other states, so I will miss saying good-bye to all of you.  
It has been my honor and privilege to have ministered among you for these 6 years.  You 
will forever remain in my heart and be in my prayers.   
 

Carol Steficek 

 

The Singers and 
Ringers of Crown of 
Life 
by Roger Wayne Hicks (COL Choir and 
Handbell Director) 
 

 The repertoire for Crown of Life Choir 
and Crown of Life Handbell Ringers 
has always been selected, ordered and 
in the music room long before this 
time of the year. That is – in a normal 
year. However, as we ALL KNOW this 
is anything but a normal year. Based 
on the uncertainties of our current 
public health situation, music 
repertoire ideas are greatly alive in the 
director’s mind, on his desk and on his 
piano. The music is there, however, 
anxiously awaiting the proper time for 
it to be purchased, introduced, 
rehearsed and presented in worship. 
 
We are taking a measured step-by-step 
approach to getting the Crown of Life 
Choir and Ringers back into our 
Saturday and Sunday worship services. 
 
Step One: Thursday, September 10 – 
2:00 pm - Four Handbell Ringers will 
meet in the sanctuary to experiment 
with ringing from separated tables. If it 
goes well, we’ll continue Thursday 
rehearsals and be part of a couple of 
worship services in October, 
November and December, including 
the Musical Christmas Celebration 
services. 
 
Step Two: Select 16 singers (from 
those indicating interest) who will 
begin preparing and committing to be 
part of our Musical Christmas 
Celebration services in December. 
Music will be mailed to the singers. 
 
Step Three: The 16 Christmas Singers 
begin rehearsing together (in 
sanctuary, with distancing) on 
Thursday, October 1 at 3:30 for a 45 
minutes rehearsal. 
 
THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION is 
invited to pray for each of us who will 
be involved in this process. Our desire 
is to once again make God’s praise 
GLORIOUS in the COL sanctuary, but 
in a safe and effective manner. 
 
 

 
 
 

September 2020 
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Servants 
Senior Pastor     Rev. Phill Robbins 
Assisting Pastor  Rev. Gary Smith 
Pastoral Assistants 
   Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. Roland Bock, 
   Rev. Ron Luedemann, Rev. Ray Mirly 
ELDERS 
(4:00)  Harry Bernhardt, Ed Kristof,  
  Tom Mertins 
(9:00)  Ed Kristof, Tom Leshney,  
  Tom Mertins 
TRUSTEES 
(4:00)  Ray Stewart 
(9:00)  Bob Hammann 
ALTAR GUILD 
(4:00)  Arline Orchowski, 
  Nada Workman 
(9:00)  Kathy Beilstein, Cathy Meyers 
FLOWERS 
   Florella Denzin, Jan Drake,   
   Vicki Jolin, Sheila Mecham,  
   Karen Murphy, Darlene McAfee, 
   Denise Tevarrow, Jan Tvinnereim,  
   Cora Weiss 
SOUND TECHNICIANS 
   Tim Gast, Coordinator 
(Sat) Mike Krischler, Gerry Harpt 
(Sun) Dave Sawyer, Joe Jellison 
SCREENS - Tom Mertins, Coordinator 
TELLERS 
 Duane & Orv Neal, 
 Don Koepke, Howard Ludden,  
 Wiley McAfee, Sheila Mecham 
 Sub – Ken Grover 
VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
   Darlene & Wiley McAfee,  
   Susan Schaffer, Cathy Meyer 
USHERS 
(4:00)  Roger & Dawn Ferch,  
  Al & Judy Knutsen 
(9:00)  Emil Tomazin, team captain;  
  Chuck Blakley, Jan Drake,  
  Jim Drake, Gerry Harpt,  
  Ed Kristof, Lola Leshney,  
  Tom Leshney, Sue Light,  
  Thom Light, Rollie Mann,  
  Lynne Rose, John Schalk,  
  Cheryl Schalk 
   

September 2020 

 

1 Al & Ginny McDuffee 

2 Arlin & Lynn Bates 

2 Dave & Helen Potter 

4 Paul & Martha Plapp 

5 Dan & Mary Mehner 

7 Willie & Joyce Lundquist 

7 Joe & Connie Rau 

9 Don & Marlie Abrahamson 

11 Paul & Sue Stuempfig 

19 Ed & Liz Crabbe 

19 Luther & Roberta Rasmussen 

20 Ben & Joan Stepanian 

22 Jack & Pat Coyle 

23 Emil & Jan Seaman 

25 Merle & Carol Huff 

26 Gene & Judith Axelson 

27 Leonard & Shirley Swartz 

29 Dave & Donna Roeker 

30 James and Suzanne Duncombe 

 

1 Donna Dempsey 

1 Florella Denzin 

1 Audrey Harpt 

1 Jan Knutsen 

1 Gene Koester 

1 Jay Nelson 

1 Lorry Neuman 

1 Melvin Nicholson 

2 Lynda Frankeberger 

2 Bob Labus 

2 Marlene Peterson 

2 Merv Tvinnereim 

3 Susie Tomaszewski 

4 Teri Ziert 

5 Richard Anderson 

5 Richard Clancy 

6 Jan Rittmaster 

6 David Toepel 

7 Jim Haar 

7 Merle Huff 

7 Mike Krischler 

8 Earle Denny 

8 Joyce Lundquist 

8 Merv Schmidt 

9 Deb Christ 

9 Connie Droescher 

9 Joann Jones 

11 John Obradovich 

12 Dave DuRocher 

12 Sue Hood 

14 Marv Dietrich 

14 Steve Franke 

14 Dave Jones 

14 Joyce Nance 

14 Carolyn Obradovich 

15 Ilene Kuebler 

16 Jim Bor 

16 Jeff Grover 

16 Wes Horen 

16 Donna Koelling 

16 Shirley Koester 

16 Joe Natale 

18 Eric Jager 

19 Ron Christ 

19 Jerry Roe 

20 Kathleen Johnson 

21 Lane Landercasper 

22 Geraldine Hastings 

23 Pat Achtenberg  

23 Jean Majka 

 

 

25 Joyce Hassan 

25 Sherrie Jessen 

25 Kathy Labus 

25 Jean Lange 

25 Doris Leibbrandt 

25 Marian Smith 

26 Jean Ohlde 

27 Dewitt Hoopes 

27 Jan Tvinnereim  

28 Christine Escobar 

28 Carolyn Ziegler 

30 Ron Majka 

30 Vicky Mork 

30 Jan Seaman 
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Office Closed 


