
A LIVING HOPE 
 

1 Peter 1:3 “God has caused you to be born again to a living hope. . .”  
 
“I hope it rains today” the farmer said.  The farmer’s hope was a wish or desire for 
rain to come.  But the farmer was uncertain.  If he was certain he would have 
said, “I know it is going to rain today.”   
 
The Bible, such as here in 1 Peter 1:3 speaks of Christians having hope.  Peter here 
calls it a living hope.  Peter uses the word hope differently than the farmer does.  
While the farmer is uncertain whether it will rain, when the Christian uses the 
word hope he or she is speaking about their certainty, confidence and faith in God 
and His promises. 
 
Being an Easter person, you know God keeps His promises.  While the people 
mocked Jesus when He said He would die and in three days live again, Jesus’ 
words were fulfilled.  Easter morning, He arose from the grave after a short three 
days.  Peter says in verse 3, you have a “living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead.”   
 
Your living hope is based on the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the grave.  Your 
hope is based, the hymn writer says, “on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness.”  Your faith in Christ gives you the certainty of victory as the hymn 
writer continues “on Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.” 
 
Romans 5:2 tells you, “Through Him,” that is Jesus, “we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God.” This is true no matter what happens during your earthly journey. The next 
verses continue this thought, “we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
 
In the good times you most likely don’t think as much about God’s promises.  It is 
during the difficult times the Holy Spirit especially leads you to the truth of the 
Gospel.  That truth is that your hope, your trust, your confidence, your certainty is 
anchored in Jesus Christ and His Father’s love which the Holy Spirit has given you.  



 
Prayer:  Holy Spirit, give me a faith that will not shrink, though pressed by many 
foes.  Anchor me in Christ Jesus granting that my faith in Him gives me a solid rock 
and a hope that will not disappoint.  In His name.  Amen. 
 

My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
Refrain:  On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil.  
Refrain: 
 
His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 
Refrain: 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne! 
Refrain: 
(LSB 575)  

  


