
BELIEVE, REJOICE AND BE FILLED WITH GLORY 

1 Peter 1:8-9 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
Doubting Thomas!  Doubting is what is most remembered about Jesus’ disciple 
Thomas.  Thomas was emphatic that he would not believe Jesus had come back to 
life three days after His death on the cross.  “Unless I see, feel, touch . . . I will not 
believe,” Thomas said. (John 20:15) 
 
Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen, but believe.” (John 20:29) 1 
Peter 1:8-9 is addressed to individuals who never saw with their eyes the 
resurrected Jesus!  They were not in the upper room.  They were not with the 
women at the Easter tomb.  They were not among the five-hundred who saw 
Jesus.  Yet, Peter says of the people to whom he sent this letter, they believed. 
 
These two verses are in the present tense.  This is important because their faith 
was not in something in the future, neither was their joy, nor their love.  They 
believed in Jesus in their present life.  They rejoiced in Jesus every day.  They 
loved Jesus with all their heart, soul, mind and spirit.  All this was true even 
though they never saw the resurrected Jesus with their eyes, touched the nail 
scars or the place where the spear had pierced His side. 
 
Verse nine then points forward to what they had to look forward to, to their 
future, because they believed Jesus is risen, is their LORD and is their Savior in 
their current life.  Peter wrote, “the outcome of your faith, (IS) the salvation of 
your souls.” 
 
You, also have not seen the physical body of your resurrected LORD and Savior 
Jesus Christ, yet you believe, rejoice and are filled with glory.  This is true of you at 
the present time, the now, this day of your life.  You don’t have to wait to see 
Jesus, worship Him, rejoice in the salvation He has won for you.  It is yours now, 
this very day and every day of your life. 
 
Jesus says of you, “Blessed are you who have not seen and yet believe.” (John 
20:29)  
 



Prayer:  Thank You Father for Your love and out of Your love sending the Holy 
Spirit to give me the gift of faith in Jesus whereby my heart is filled with joy and 
your glory is now part of my life.  Thanks and praise be to You, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

All praise to Thee, for Thou, O King divine,  
Didst yield the glory that of right was Thine 
That in our darkened hearts Thy grace might shine. 
Refrain: Alleluia! 
 
Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thoughts; 
By Thee the outcast and the poor were sought; 
And by Thy death was God’s salvation wrought. (Refrain) 
 
Let this mind be in us which was in Thee, 
Who wast a servant that we might be free, 
Humbling Thyself to death on Calvary. (Refrain) 
 
Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose,  
Thou Art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow. (Refrain) 
 
Let ev’ry tongue confess with one accord, 
In heav’n and earth, that Jesus Christ is LORD. 
And God the Father be by all adored. (Refrain) 
(LSB 815)  

 
 
 
 

 


