
FORGIVE 
 

Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you.” 
 
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 
23:34) Stephan prayed, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60) Jesus 
taught you in His prayer to pray, “. . . forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.” (Matthew 6:12) The word “forgiveness” is mentioned in 
the NIV Bible 14 times. Once in the Old Testament and thirteen times in the New 
Testament. The word “Forgive” appears 42 times in the Old Testament and 33 
times in the New Testament. 

In the Old Testament three words can be translated into English.  They are: 1) 
kipper – cover, pardon, forgiveness; 2) masa – lift up, carry away; and, 3) salach – 
let go.  The New Testament has three Greek words that are translated forgive or 
forgiveness.  They are: 1) apaluo – loose away; 2) charizomai – be gracious and 3) 
aphiemi – send away. From this brief study of the words for forgive and 
forgiveness in the Old and New Testaments, you can see all of them convey the 
idea of “loosing, sending away, taking away.” (Theological Word Book by Alan 
Richardson)  

Jesus, through His taking your place under God’s law, paying the price for your 
sins by dying for them and rising on Easter morning has earned for you God’s 
pardon, forgiveness, removal of your sins.  Through your faith in Jesus when you 
confess your sins asking for forgiveness in the name of Jesus, God forgives you 
and, in His sight, you are no longer a sinner.  Your sins are gone. 

In Ephesians 4:32, St. Paul exhorts you to “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”  As God forgives you the sins 
you commit against Him, you, God’s word here says, you are to forgive those who 
sin against you.  When you forgive someone in the name of Jesus, they receive 
absolution from God as well.   
 
As God never tires granting you forgiveness, yes, even for the sins you repeatedly 
commit, you also are able to forgive anyone who sins against you.  Forgiveness is 
God’s undeserved love in action. It is for you and all sinners.  The very nature of 
God and of a Christian is to love one’s neighbor with a complete readiness to 
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forgive and to do all for their good and God’s glory.  Jesus says, “as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another.” 
 
Prayer:  O Lord, as you have loved and forgiven me for Jesus’ sake so give me a 
heart of love and forgiveness toward all who sin against me.  In the name of Jesus.  
Amen.  
 

Love in Christ is strong and living, Binding faithful hearts in one; 
Love in Christ is true and giving, May His will in us be done. 
 
Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility, 
Gentle, self-less, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity. 
 
Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend; 
Love, for giving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end. 
(LSB 706) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


