
YOUR HOPE IS IN CHRIST 
 

Colossians 1:5 “. . .the hope. . .which you heard about beforehand in the word of 
truth of the Gospel. . .” 
 
As a noun, Webster defines hope as “an expectation and desire for a certain thing 
to happen.”  When used as a verb Webster defines hope as “wanting something 
to happen or be the case.” The word Hope is frequently used in the Bible in both 
the Old and New Testaments. In the NIV it is found a total of 182 times.  In the 
Bible, hope is most always used to focus your thought and heart upon the future, 
especially upon that which comes after one’s earthly life ends. 
 
The Christian’s hope views life and history as moving forward toward a goal.  The 
word hope in the Bible is a trust with the certainty that God will fulfill His 
promises.  Hope is living one’s life with confidence, a trusting expectation, waiting 
with endurance.  Your hope is anchored in Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:3)  
 
Hope and faith can be thought of as two sides of the same coin.  Hope is simply 
faith directed toward Jesus’ promise to you of your future life with Him in 
Heaven.  Hope is therefore a future to which you look forward to with great 
anticipation. 
 

The Psalmist wrote, “I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. . 
hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is 
plentiful redemption.” (Psalm 130:5,7) St. Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 1:1 that “Christ 
is our hope.” He expanded on this statement in Romans 5:1-2, “Therefore, since 
we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

Your Christian hope is not a “wish” or a “desire.” Through the faith the Holy Spirit 
has given you in Jesus Christ you have been given a hope, an assurance, a promise 
of an eternal home.  Jesus, with this hope in mind, exhorts, “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”   



Prayer:  You, O Lord, have blessed me with the hope of life everlasting through 
the faith You have given me in Jesus.  Keep me in this faith until the day you call 
me from this world to Yourself in heaven.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure, Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 
 
In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would molest me Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, Ev’ry heart be quaking, Jesus calms my fear. 
Lightnings flash And thunders crash; Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 
 
Satan, I defy thee; Death, I now decry thee; Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me Nor thy threats alarm me  
While I sing of peace. God’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour;  
Earth and all its depths adore Him, Silent bow before Him. 
 
Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me Thy story Told with tempting voice. 
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 
 
Evil world, I leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me, Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, Get thee far behind me, Come not forth again. 
Past thy hour, O pride and pow’r; Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 
 
Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather,  
Still have peace within. Yes, whate’er I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure! 
(LSB 743) 
 
 

 


