
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER 

Ephesians 6:2-3 “’Honor your father and mother’ --- which is the first 
commandment with a promise--- that it may go well with you and that you may 
enjoy long life on the earth.” 

The Fourth Commandment says, “Honor your father and your mother.”  Luther’s 
“what does this mean answers,”  “We should fear and love God so that we do not 
despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and 
obey them, love and cherish them.” (Small Catechism)  

A son took his elderly father to a restaurant for an evening dinner. The 
father being very old and weak, while eating, dropped food on his shirt and 
trousers. Other diners watched him in disgust while his son remained calm. 

After the man finished eating, his son, who was not at all embarrassed, 
quietly took his father to the wash room, wiped off the food particles, 
rinsed out most of the stains, combed his father’s hair, and adjusted his 
spectacles firmly and properly.  

When the two men came out of the restroom, the entire restaurant was 
watching them in dead silence, not able to grasp how someone could 
embarrass himself publicly like that. 

The son settled their bill and started walking out with his father. 

As they were leaving, another old man among the diners called out to the 
son and asked him, “Don’t you think you have left something behind?” 

The son replied, “No sir, I don’t think I’ve left anything behind.” 

The old man said, “Yes, you have! You left a lesson for every son and hope 
for every father. “  

Prayer: O Lord, creator of marriage and of family.  I pray this day You will protect 
families and guide them as you created them.  Cause children to honor their 
parents.  Lord, I thank You for the parents you gave me.  Help me to be a godly 
witness to my children, grand and great-grandchildren. Grant that they will honor 
and respect me out of their honor and respect toward You.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 



 
Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 
A home that is not wholly His—How sad and poor and dark it is! 
 
Oh, blest that house where faith is found And all in hope and love abound; 
They trust their God and serve Him still And do in all His holy will! 
 
Oh, blest the parents who give heed Unto their children’s foremost need  
And weary not of care or cost. May none to them and heav’n be lost! 
 
Oh, blest that house; it prospers well, In peace and joy the parents dwell, 
And in their children’s lives is shown How richly God can bless His own. 
 
Then here will I and mine today A solemn promise make and say: 
Though all the world forsake His Word, I and my house will serve the Lord. 
(LSB 862) 

    

 
 


