
RANSOMED 
 

1 Peter 1:18-19 “. . .you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. . .” 
 
November 12, 1974, Jack Teich was kidnapped.  The kidnappers demanded a 
$750,000 ransom.  The ransom was paid and Jack was released.  In researching 
kidnappings, tragically, any number of times, even when the ransom was paid, the 
outcome was not good.  Either the kidnapped was never found or was found 
dead. 
 
Kidnapped means to take away someone’s freedom by force. You may find it 
difficult to see yourself in the context of having been kidnapped. However, at one 
time in your life you were in captivity, under control of another, namely of the evil 
one. Without someone to rescue or ransom you the outcome would have been 
your eternal death.   
 
Jesus was sent by His Father into the world to bring about your successful release 
from the capture and control of the evil one.  Matthew wrote, “. . .the Son of man 
(Jesus) came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.”  Peter, in today’s devotional verses, wrote that “you were 
ransomed. . . not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. . .”  
 
Ransom prices are often high.  The family of the kidnapped does not have the 
means to meet the ransom demand.  In the case of the ransom price for your 
being set free from the captivity and control of the evil one there isn’t enough 
money in the world to gain your release. The only payment sufficient to purchase 
your release was Jesus pouring out His blood on Calvary’s cross.  This Jesus did for 
you and for all people because of God’s desire that all people should be saved 
(released from the condemnation of their sins.)  Jesus’ resurrection from the 
grave on Easter Sunday morning was God’s message of acceptance of His Son’s 
ransom payment.  Because Jesus lives, you will live also. (John 14:19) 
 
Prayer:  Dear Jesus, You are the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.  Have mercy upon me.  Amen. 



No temple now, no gift of price, No priestly round of sacrifice,  
Retrain their ancient pow’rs. As shadows fade before the sun 
The day of sacrifice is done, The day of grace is ours. 
 
The dying Lord our ransom paid, One final full self-offering made, 
Complete in ev’ry part. His finished sacrifice for sins  
The covenant of grace begins, The law within the heart. 
 
In faith and confidence draw near, Within the holiest appear, 
With all who praise and pray; Who share one family, one feast, 
One great imperishable Priest, One new and living way. 
 
For Christ is ours! With purpose true The pilgrim path of faith pursue, 
The road that Jesus trod; Until by His prevailing grace 
We stand at last before His face, Our Savior and our God. 
(LSB 530) 

  


