
REDEEMED 
 

Titus 2:13-14 “. . .our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.” 
 
Many years ago, retail businesses gave “savings stamps” to their customers.  The 
amount of your purchase determined the number of stamps you received.  You 
were also given a book into which you pasted your stamps.  When your book was 
filled, you could take it back either to the store or to a special redemption center.  
The store would generally give you a couple of dollars for the filled book of 
stamps. At the redemption center, you could choose from a variety of items you 
could “purchase” based upon the number of books required.   
 
This long-ago practice gives a picture of why Jesus came into the world and what 
His life, death and resurrection means for you today. 1 Corinthians 6:20 says, “. . . 
you were bought with a price.” Paul here has in mind the great exchange that 
occurred on Good Friday when Jesus took your sins from you and made them His 
own.  He accepted the punishment you deserved for them when He voluntarily 
died on Calvary’s cross.  In turn, He gave you His sinlessness. He redeemed you, 
purchased you to free you from your sins.   
 
A picture of what the great exchange of Jesus giving His life for your eternal life is 
the following story. A slave was brought up for auction.  A man in the crowd 
ended up the highest bidder.  He paid the demanded price for the slave.  In turn, 
the winning bidder immediately wrote out a legal, notarized form that gave the 
slave his freedom.  As the slave did nothing to gain his freedom you did nothing to 
gain your sinlessness.  In both instances freedom came about solely by the grace 
of the purchaser.  Jesus redeemed you a lost and condemned person. 
 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit (from 
hell,) who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalm 103:2-5) 

Prayer:  As Christmas is near, dear Jesus, I am in awe once again that You would 
give up heaven, take on human nature, become a man, take away my sins from 



me and make them Your own and pay the price for them with Your death on the 
cross.  Thank you, my Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

O Sing of Christ, whose birth made known The kindness of the Lord, 
Eternal Word made flesh and bone So we could be restored. 
Upon our frail humanity God’s finger chose to trace 
The fullness of His deity, The icon of His grace. 
 
What Adam lost, none could reclaim, And Paradise was barred 
Until the second Adam came to mend what sin had marred. 
For when the time was full and right God sent His only Son; 
He came to us as life and light And our redemption won. 
 
He came to that which was His own, But He was not received; 
Yet still through Him God’s glory shone, And some His name believed. 
To these He gave the right to be The heirs of heav’n above, 
Born not of human ancestry But born of God in love. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell Among us here on earth 
As God with us, Emmanuel, To bring this holy birth. 
Though rich, You willingly became One with our poverty, 
That we might share Your wealth and name For all eternity! 
(LSB 362) 


