
FROM HOSTILITY TO ONENESS 
 

Colossians 1:19-20 “. . .in Him (Christ) all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of His cross.” 

 

When God created Adam and Eve there was perfect harmony between them.  
They “hid from God” only after they ate of the forbidden fruit. How many times 
have you attempted to “hide from God?” Romans 8:7 says, “For the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 
cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
 
As a true believer in Christ, you may not be able to imagine being “hostile,” that 
is, opposed to God.  You count Almighty God as your loving heavenly Father.  You 
know Jesus Christ as your Good Shepherd and Savior from sin.  You are thankful 
to the Holy Spirit for making you holy.  The truth is, at one time you were hostile 
to God.  You were opposed to Him.  In your hostility you wanted nothing to do 
with Him.  You were opposed to Him, His word and His will.  
 
Through the act of reconciliation your opposition to God, your hostility was 
removed by Jesus. “The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself . . .in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them. . .” 
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19) Note, you did not do and do not do anything to reconcile 
yourself to God.  Reconciliation is solely God’s gracious work in you.   
 
Think back to Adam and Eve attempting to hide their sin and themselves from 
God.  It was God who came into the garden, sought them out, called them away 
from their hiding place and promised them a Savior. (Genesis 3:15) It is God who 
sent this very same Savior to destroy the barrier of hostility between Him and 
yourself and place you into a good and holy relationship with Him. 
 
God has delivered you from your condition of estrangement from Him.  He has 
restored you to fellowship, to oneness with Him.  He did this for you through the 
power of the sacrificial death of His Son Jesus. “He (God) does not treat us as 

our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.” (Colossians 1:20) “For 
as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who 



fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:10-12) 
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You reconciled me to You whereby I celebrate my 
oneness with You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood, 
And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat. 
Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew; 
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned. 
 
The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken, as the serpent strove  
With tempting voice Eve to beguile And Adam too by sin defile. 
O day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 
Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made. 
 
What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by His grace: 
In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need— 
For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die, 
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s 
head! 
 
Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in His name; 
For all who trust and will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive.   
And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat, 
To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good. 
(LSB 561) 
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