
YOU SHALL NAME HIM JESUS 
 

Luke 1:33 “. . .you will call His name Jesus.”   
 
 “. . .an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’” 
(Matthew 1:20-21) Separately, Mary and Joseph were told the name they were to 
give to Jesus.  And, Joseph was told why this name to be given to the boy to be 
born was so important when the Angel Gabriel told him the meaning of the name, 
“because He shall save His people from their sins.” 
 
The name Jesus almost gets lost in the celebration of Christmas today.  Christmas 
advertising to entice you to purchase gifts has been streaming into your home 
since October.  The worry this year has been on the “supply chain” that was 
interrupted because ships from Asia and other parts of the world could not dock, 
unload so that the merchandise they contained could be distributed for Christmas 
sales.  If you were a Martian come to this earth you may have totally missed the 
true Christmas celebration.   
 
“You shall name Him Jesus because He will save His people from their sins,” said 
Gabriel.  More than ever, people today need to hear Jesus’ name, learn who He is 
and why His Father sent Him to this world.  People need to know that the real 
celebration of Christmas is “Christ’s Day.” Jesus is the Christ, the one promised by 
God over 700 times in the Old Testament to come into the world to rescue 
sinners from their eternal condemnation and earn for them their eternal life. 
 
Herod wanted to kill Jesus right after His birth.  Jewish religious leaders, through 
manipulating Pilate, saw to it that Jesus was crucified.  Jesus’ Father permitted 
Him to be put to death on Calvary’s cross because He sent His Son into the world 
on a mission to free sinners from their bondage to sin, Satan and the sinful world. 
 
This Christmas season you and your fellow Christians will worship Jesus.  You will 
do this because you know and believe He is what His name says, the one sent by 
Almighty God to take away the sins of the world and especially your sins.  Have a 
blessed Christmas. 



 
Prayer:  Jesus, name above all names, blessed Redeemer, wonderful Lord. Praise 
and thanksgiving to You for coming to this earth to take away my sins and one day 
take me to heaven to live with you.  Amen. 
 

“From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing: 
 
“To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;  
This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 
“This is the Christ, our God Most High, Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 
He will Himself your Savior be From all your sins to set you free. 
 
“He will on you the gifts bestow Prepared by God for all below, 
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, You may with us His glory share. 
 
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
A quiet chamber set apart For you to dwell within my heart. 
(LSB 358, 1-4,13) 
 


