
*-.GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES 
 

Luke 2:7 “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
 
Promises!  Promises!  How many promises have been made to you?  You have not 
kept track of all of them, have you?  Some you may remember. Some you may 
not.  There are probably more that have been broken. Those you are more likely 
to remember.   
 
There is a record of God’s promises recorded in the Bible.  As a recent devotion 
mentioned, God promised Adam and Eve He would send His Son into the world to 
defeat the evil one and take away the sins of the world. (Genesis 3:15) That 
promise was repeatedly passed on by God to generation after generation of 
Adam and Eve’s descendants.  As God promised, several thousand years later the 
Holy Spirit caused Mary to become pregnant with God’s Son Jesus.  He had said 
through the Prophet Micah (5:2) that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.  Through 
a mandated census by Caesar Augustus, with Mary very pregnant, she and Joseph 
traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem where yet again God’s word was fulfilled 
with Jesus’ birth in a stable in that town.   
 
The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is a narrative that has been passed down from 
generation to generation to this very Christmas day.  God kept His promise.  On 
Christ’s Day (Christmas day) Mary gave birth to Jesus just as God’s word had said.  
Jesus was conceived in a virgin, born in a stable, the most unlikely one to save 
anyone from their sins. 
 
God works in mysterious ways, His wonders to behold; so wrote William Cowper 
in a hymn in the 1700’s.  As familiar as the Biblical message is of Jesus’ birth it is at 
the same time a wonder to behold.  God’s thoughts are not your thoughts and 
God’s ways are not your ways. (Isaiah 55:8-9) A virgin birth? Impossible!  God’s 
Son, born in a manger? Unthinkable!  That is, however, what God promised. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through 
His poverty might become rich.” 
 



Prayer:  Thank You heavenly Father for keeping Your promise to send Your 
Son Jesus to this world to take upon Himself flesh and blood and the sins of 
all people.  Thank You Jesus for becoming poor that I might become rich 
through God’s grace.  In Your holy name.  Amen. 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above Thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love, 
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 
 
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray, 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
(LSB 361) 

 


