Jewels
January 2022
Worship Schedule
Saturdays – 4 PM
Sundays – 9 AM

Bible Studies
Sundays
Bible Class – 10:15 AM
(Parish Hall)
Mondays
Women's Bible Study –
9:30 AM
(Parish Hall)
Wednesdays
Bible Class - 9:30 AM
(Parish Hall)
Fridays
Men's Bible Study - 9:00 AM
1st, 3rd & 5th Friday
(Parish Hall)

Bible Class
10:30 AM (Parish Hall)

A New Church Year
by Pastor Phill

And suddenly, it’s 2022. I’m not sure why I’m surprised every December that a new year
is upon us – and you’ve heard me marvel at the passage of time before. Like you, I don’t
feel any older in my spirit but the calendar – and the mirror – tell me otherwise.
There are a few changes at Crown of Life to mark the beginning of a new year. Perhaps
most impactful, we have a new choir director. Mr. Matt Deller, director of the Sounds of
the Southwest Singers, will be directing our choir beginning in February. If you’ve ever
been to one of their concerts, you know Matt is a dynamic director, and we look forward
to welcoming him here.
Your Church Council will, beginning in January, meet the third Wednesday of each
month, rather than on Tuesdays as has been our pattern. The first of those meetings will
be January 19 at 8:30AM, the time also being a change from years past. If you have issues
you would like discussed at Council, or would like to address the group yourself, please
do contact our Vice-President, Tom Leshney, so he can place it on the agenda.
Two Sunday services in January, or one? We are waiting a couple of weeks to see
whether, in this Covid era, attendance at the 9AM service will grow to the point we need
a 10:30AM service. You’ll be the first to know… As always, we will worship Saturday
afternoon at 4PM as well.
January 6th, we take note of a theophany that changed the world. Pretty good churchy
word, theophany. It means an appearance of God Himself, come to this world in a form
that can be perceived by people. The Old Testament has many examples, such as the
Angel of the Lord in the burning bush, the Lord appearing to Abraham, the man wrestles
with Jacob, etc. Since we know that in this world, no one may see the Great Creator and
survive, how are we to understand these theophanies that were survived by the humans
experiencing them?
The Lord in His second Person, that is, the pre-incarnate Jesus, must be the explanation,
at least in my Lutheran mind. He never introduces Himself, of course, but as we read of
these appearances the humans interacting with Him understand they’ve experienced
God: Genesis 32:30, Jacob, now renamed Israel, speaking “For I have seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved.” Jesus, in theophany, never threatens or destroys those he
encounters.
Continued on pg. 2
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A Few Notes from the
Church Office
by Holly Gast

THANK YOU:
A special Thank You to all the
volunteers that helped stuff bulletins
this holiday season. We are truly
blessed to have so many people
volunteering their time to help us in
the church office. We appreciate all of
you!
February Newsletter Deadline:
The February Newsletter deadline has
been moved up to January 10.

The theophany we celebrate at this time of year is the incarnation of the Christ as
the baby Jesus, the greatest and final theophany. We’re assured in the coming of
that Advent baby of God’s love, His grace, His forgiveness, and our future in faith
in Him. That’s worthy of a day of recognition, and we call that Epiphany, which
word simply means an appearance. We recognize Epiphany 12 days after
Christmas, which tradition once held as the day of appearance of the Magi who
followed the star. Given the length of their journey, we, of course, are not certain
they arrived on that 12th day after the birth.
I like that Matthew 2:11 uses the Greek word for house to indicate where the
Magi found the baby – perhaps they were delayed enough that the family had
found better lodging than a stable by that time? I like to think so. Whatever the
truth of the timing of those events might be, January 6 is Epiphany, a day we
recognize the very appearance of the Incarnate God, Jesus, and oh, by way, of the
Magi as well. It’s a big day, isn’t it?
May we celebrate the arrival of a new year in health, in safety, in faith in that
Incarnation of the Lord!

Pastor Phill

2022 Contribution Envelopes:
The 2022 contribution envelopes are in
the Narthex for pick up. Please do not
use the 2022 envelopes until January
2022.

In verse 1 of Psalm 100, we read the praises of God in these words: “Shout for joy
to the Lord all the earth.”

2022 Picture Directory:
Please watch your email and February
Jewels for information regarding our
upcoming directory. Things will be
different than years past so watch for
more information to come!

This is hardly what the psalmist had in mind when he urged his readers to “make a
joyful noise unto the Lord.” He didn’t mean we should make noise to drive away
the devil. The devil is attracted to noise -- the noise of battle that kills, the clamor
that often accompanies sinful activities. The noise the psalmist encouraged is to
be “to the Lord.”

Thoughts from Pastor Gary
by Roger Hicks,

People observe New Year’s Day in various ways. For example, the Chinese New
Year includes firecrackers and other noise-makers to drive away evil spirits.

Psalm 65 states the reason for thankfulness and joy on New Year’s Day: “You
crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance.” This
is what God had done for each of us in the past year and it is what God promises
that He will do for us in the New Year. God daily enriches us with His blessings for
the sustenance of our body and soul. God guards us against danger and He guides
us when we are confused and bewildered.

2021 Contribution
Statements
Your 2021 contribution statements
will be mailed this year. We will
be mailing them so please look for
them to arrive late January. Please
contact Holly or Cathy in the
church office if you have any
discrepancies or any questions.
Thank you!

And God daily will crown the New Year with spiritual gifts. Gifts that only God can
shower us with. As Paul wrote to the Ephesians: “Praise be to the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ…..In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons
through Jesus Christ…..In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that He lavished
on us with all wisdom and understanding” (Ephesians 1:3-8).
My fellow redeemed….God’s grace in Christ is consistent. Just as God has given to
each of us in the past, His promise is that He will continue to give to each of us in
the New Year.
Take a moment today to thank God for His many blessings showered upon you
this past year and ask God to continue to enrich you in Christ, your Lord and Savior
in the coming New Year. God is faithful and God is great! Happy New Year one
and all as we live as God’s chosen ones.
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What are Your Goals for the New Year?
by Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator

As Christians, we thank our Lord for the gift of the Holy Spirit who opens our hearts and minds to God’s priorities for our
lives, and the “assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) As we consider our goals
for 2022, let’s focus on what God’s goals are for us in 2022.
Because of the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior, we know our greatest reward is yet to come when we return home to Heaven
and live in peace and joy with God, our Savior, and our loved ones in Heaven. However, what is God’s goal for us as we live in
this world?
As Paul states, “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end, Christ died and lived
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and the living.” (Romans 14:7-9)
Our Father in Heaven wants us to call out to him, depend on Him, and do His will as we live in a very challenging and
turbulent world. How do we stay in touch with God’s will? It is through our time in God’s Word and with our Christian family
and friends that we replenish our souls with God’s perspective on our lives and how He wants us to live on a daily and
moment-by-moment basis. God assures us, “I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” (Genesis 28:15)
The daily replenishment of our souls is essential to staying encouraged and motivated to move forward in our walk with God
when we are in the midst of grief, pain, and difficulties.
Our GriefCare support groups provide such an opportunity. We offer Christian fellowship, comfort, healing, and walking
alongside God through the challenging and painful time of grieving the loss of a loved one. Each week we cover a different
aspect of grief until we have covered all areas that experts in the field of grief believe we must address to heal and move
forward in a way that honors God and our loved ones.
Our winter group begins on January 5, 2022. We will be meeting in the Chapel on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Please call Christine at 623-218-6793 or email griefcare@colchurch.com for more information and to register. You may also
pick up a GriefCare pamphlet at the information desk. We welcome Crown of Life members and non-members. If you know
anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one, please reach out and let them know of our GriefCare group.

Angel Tree Donations
by Rita Grover

Thank you for your
Angel Tree donations!
The Angel Tree donations
were received by Damon
Bailey from Youth Haven
on Tuesday, December 14.
Thank you to all of you
who so generously
participated. Your gifts
helped to make Christmas
very special for many
underprivileged children,
as they discovered that
someone loves and cares
for each one of them.
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January 2022
Lutheran Women in Mission
By Rita Grover

Dear Members of Crown of Life,
We would like to thank all of you
for your continued love and prayers
for us during this journey with
cancer and for the special prayers
for us with Gerry’s Mom’s passing.
A special thank you to Pastor Phill,
Pastor Gary and Pastor Ron. We
miss our Crown of Life family.
Blessings, Janna & Gerry Thiel

As we begin a New Year let us give thanks for the many blessings God showers
upon us day after day. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 18 (ESV) tells us “Rejoice always,
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” In this chaotic world we are experiencing, we must always
remember that, “God is in control.” We give thanks for the knowledge and the
peace that He gives us with these words. We look to the future with hope.
Hebrews 11:1(ESV) “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.” So we go forward with Hope, Peace and Thankfulness.
The future months are full of special opportunities as our Women in Mission will
continue to share their time and talents with those less fortunate. The Pacific
Southwest District LWML Convention will be held in Tempe, AZ on June 3-5, 2022!
This is very exciting because it is so close to us. The speaker will be Jan Struck and
the Bible Study Leader will be Donna Snow. They will share their talents
throughout the weekend. Please plan to attend and/or in addition to participating.
Information and registration: www.psdlwml.org or for information you may
contact Rita Grover at 623-247-9604.
Our monthly meetings will continue to be on ZOOM. The next meeting is Tuesday,
January 11, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. We will have a short Bible Study. Please plan to
attend and find out about the future opportunities to “spread The Word” in our
own communities.

2022 Usher Schedule
By Ron Schumann, Head Usher

The 2022 Sunday Usher Schedule
and Team Assignments are available
for pick up at the information center.
Usher Captains, please make sure all
your team members receive a copy.
If you have any questions please call
Ron Schumann at 623-374-7809.

Please do not forget to participate in the Mites, even little amounts can make a
big impact when coupled with prayer. Based on the Biblical account of the
widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4), the Mite Box is intended for regular contributions of
"mites" — offerings above and beyond the support given to congregations and the
LCMS. Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and
national mission grants and implement the LWML program. The big box is out the
first weekend of every month, for your donations. Please bring your spare change
(mites) to place in the big LWML Mite box on the corner of the Information Desk.
Yes, checks and folding money are good, too. Make checks payable to Crown of
Life, with "LWML Mites" on the memo line. (Please add your envelope number
and put your donation in a “designated funds envelope.”) God’s Blessings and
have a Blessed New Year.

Installation of Officers
On the weekend of January 9, the
elected and appointed officers of our
boards, committees, and
organizations will all be recognized
and installed into service for the year
2022. The Installation will take place
at the Sunday service and will include
officers and leaders of our boards and
Church Council, our auxiliary
organizations, and committees.

Treasurer’s Report
by Greg Harwood, Treasurer

Income
Expense

November
Actual
Budget
$108,727
$67,029
$54,550
$68,252

Year to Date
Actual
Budget
$780,943
$702,283
$640,023
$750,766

Giving continued very strong in November and expenses remained well
under Budget. As a result of your strong support of Crown of Life, we
remain in a very healthy financial position. God Bless you all.
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The Lord’s Blessing for His People of All Time
The Lord
The Almighty One, Source and Ending of all things

bless you
to grow and flourish, fulfill your hopes, and enjoy the fruit of your efforts

and keep you;
from all evil, guard you from danger, and be your refuge in anxious times

The Lord make his face to shine upon you
like the warmth of the sun on its path across the earth,
that shelters the destitute and gives joy to the living

and be gracious to you;
when locked in sin’s grip, loosen your bonds and free you from all evil

Flower Committee
John Steinbeck said "What good is the
warmth of summer, without the cold of
winter to give it sweetness."
Confucius said "Forget injuries; never
forget kindness." This is the motto of
Christians; and it can be remembered in
this new year of 2022. Let's start with a
clean page.
The monthly weekend 2022 sign-up
sheets are on the podium by the parish
hall. We appreciate the sharing of
memories and events of your lives. Your
flowers are a praise to our Lord also!

The Lord lift his countenance upon you
seeing your sorrow, hearing your cry, and giving you comfort

and give you Peace.
grant wellness to your body and soul,
and bestow the gifts of love and good fortune.

Amen.
That is the intent of the Lord God who reigns for all eternity,
and is His certain will for you.
Text: Numbers 6:24-26, Addl. Text: Joerg Zirk, Kreuz Verlag—Berlin, Tr.: Kathe Schmidt

January Altar Flowers
1-2

Joining the Church Triumphant
Crown of Life members who recently were called home to Heaven are:
Marilyn Dreyer, November 25
Robert Turk, December 17
Dean Braatz, December 18
Walt Diehle, December 22
Frances Spreitzer, December 28
Don Dupras
We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our
beloved as well, knowing that God honors our tears.

Larry and Marry Bonrud in
celebration of their 48th
anniversary.

15-16 Howard and Kathy Ludden in
loving memory of their
granddaughter Sloane Barney.
22-23 Jim and Jan Drake in celebration
of their 25th anniversary.
29-30 Barbara Polhemus and Clint
Koenig in celebration of their
wedding.
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Christ Caring for People Through People
By Ken Grover, Stephen Ministry

“Come to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28

Happy New Year! The year 2022 is here. What happened to 2021? Time goes by so fast. You know the phrase, “In with the
new, out with the old” and we look forward to new adventures, new beginnings, new ideas, new opportunities, and new
resolutions. But, there always seems to be a “but,” because we still have the same old circumstances and problems with
which to contend. Our world is full of weariness, pain, hunger, debt, poverty, disease, and death. Throughout life we may
experience sorrows for where there are no adequate answers. We want to know why, but we find more questions than
answers. Yet even as we struggle with “the why,” God extends His unfailing love to us. When Job lost his children and his
wealth in a single day, he became very angry and depressed. He resisted any attempted explanations by his friends, yet he
held out hope that someday there would be an answer from God. In Job 23:10 Job said, “but He knows the way that I take;
when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” Today as we face life’s unanswered questions, we can find help and hope
in God’s love and promises. Do you need someone to help you in your daily struggles? Prayerfully consider and then ask for
a Stephen Minister for help. For information about Stephen Ministry contact Pastor Gary at 623-546-6228 or
Dee Harries at 785-562-6801 (referral coordinator).
May God continue to bless, protect, and keep you in His grace.
“This is the day the Lord has made, rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Where Are They Now?
By Gene Axelson, member Board for Missions

Over the past several years Crown of Life, through its Mission Board, has helped support several individuals attending one
of our Seminaries by contributing to their tuition costs. Some of these students have now graduated and have been
ordained and are serving in parishes throughout the country or, in one case, in the mission field in Italy. They are very
appreciative of your support and prayers helping them to achieve their goal to be a servant of the Good News. We
continue to help seminary students with tuition costs.
Some of these individuals include Tyler McMiller, who we first met when he was a young man serving in the mission field
in Mexico City and then in the Dominican Republic where he met his wife. He met with the Mission Board and after
discussions with Pastor Phill, who encouraged him to attend the seminary, he became a student in Ft. Wayne where his
father had attended. Tyler was recently ordained and is now taking a position in Italy in the mission field.
Joseph Leech was a professional counselor in Mesa, AZ before he attended the seminary in St. Louis. After his ordination
he was assigned to a small parish in Eastern Pennsylvania and now serves as an Associate Pastor at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Battle Creek, Nebraska. It is a large church of over 1,100 members and a grade school of over 150 students.
Another second career person is Jesse Gullion who after ordination at Ft. Wayne was assigned to a dual situation in
Racine, Wisconsin, serving both Holy Cross Lutheran Church (75 members) and Christ the King (60 members). He and his
wife have six children and continue to need our prayers for his family as well as his ministry.
A recent graduate and ordination is Christopher Deneen who is serving as an Associate Pastor at Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Lansing, Michigan. It is a large church of over 1,250 members and an elementary school of over 200 students.
Another recent graduate and ordination is Zachary Sarrault who is serving as an Associate Pastor at Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Cary, North Carolina (a suburb of Raleigh). It is a larger church of over 1,900 members with an elementary
school of over 160 students.
Crown of Life also was able to financially help Kevin Kong, who became a DCE and has served both in Hong Kong and in the
Seattle area.
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January Servants
Senior Pastor Rev. Phill Robbins
Assisting Pastor Rev. Gary Smith
Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling,
Rev. Ray Mirly
ELDERS
(4:00) Chris Beck, Al Stoudemire, Dave
Sawyer
(9:00) Chris Beck, Gerry Harpt, Lowell
Janssen
TRUSTEES
(4:00) Joe Jellison
(9:00) Merv Tvinnereim
FLOWERS
Florella Denzin, Vicki Jolin, Sheila Mecham, Karen
Murphy, Darlene McAfee, Kathe Schmidt, Denise
Trevarrow, Jan Tvinnereim, Cora Weiss

SOUND/LIGHT TECHNICIANS
Jan. 2: Bruce Borchert
Jan. 8/22: Dave Sawyer
Jan. 9: Mike Krischler
Jan. 15: Joe Jellison
Jan. 16: Kathy Beilstein
Jan. 23: Tim Gast
Jan. 29: Gerry Harpt
Jan. 30: Cathy Meyer
SCREENS
Jan. 2: Neil White
Jan. 8/29: Lou Garippo
Jan. 9: Tom Mertins
Jan 15: Deb Christ
Jan. 16: Kathy Beilstein
Jan. 22: Denise Steffens
Jan. 23: Ken Coffman
Jan. 30: Tom Mertins
TELLERS
Duane & Orv Neal, Don Koepke, Howard Ludden,
Wiley McAfee, Sheila Mecham, Sub – Ken Grover

LIVESTREAM TECHNICIANS
Jan. 2/16: Cathy Meyer
Jan. 9/30: Darlene McAfee
Jan. 23: Henry Munzinger

1 Donna Braatz
2 Holly Browning
4 Jim Happel
4 Wilma Schwandt
4 David Wentworth
6 Don Abrahamson
6 Nancy Lorenzen
6 Donna Roeker
8 Connie Rau
9 Byron Brown
9 Sue Krischler
10 Gene Axelson
10 George Maul
10 Dorian Pfeifer
11 Cheryl Bernhardt
11 Johanna Springman
12 Maria Winfrey
15 Martha Plapp
16 Larry Bublitz
16 Roberta Dockweiler
17 Gloria Andersen
17 Ed Michel
18 Loretta Ebel
18 Paul Richardson
18 Carolyn Sauter
18 Denise Steffens
19 Pat Coyle
21 Sue Trevisan
22 Willard Mears
22 Richard Ziert
26 Sandra Barbeau
26 Otto Hass
26 Steve Kayton
26 Hollis Robbins
28 Lillian Holen

29 Sharon Michael
29 Karen Myers
29 Al Stoudemire
30 Diane Hammann
31 Kathleen Hauck
31 John Orr

19 Kim and Sue Warwick
21 John and Jackie DeAngelo
24 Ken and Jeanette Hageman
25 Jim and Janice Drake
27 Ron and Anne Luedemann
28 Sheila Mecham and Sam
30 Tim and Barbara Aden
31 Gordon and Roxanne Kath

GREETERS
Saturday: Lenora Mara, Dave & Linda Sawyer
Sunday: Paul and Martha Plapp, Cheryl
Bernhardt, Dee Harries
Guestbook: Donna Ash

Altar Guild
(4:00) Nada Workman, Arline Orchowski
(9:00) Deb Christ, Marian Ore

(4:00) Don & Judy Johnson, David & Faye Toepel
(9:00) Merv Tvinnereim, Lowell Janssen, Ginett Janssen, Norma J. Miller, Paul
Plapp, Jan Tvinnereim, Carolyn Ziegler.
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