
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED UPON THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
 

JESUS TOUCHED THE LEPER 
 

Luke 5:12-14 “While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. 
And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you 
can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I 
will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him. And he charged him to tell 
no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering.” 

 

Leprosy was a dreaded disease.  There was no cure for it.  A leper could not live 
among the general population because it was highly contagious.  The Old 
Testament instructed lepers to not touch any one or permit anyone to touch 
them.  Leprosy is a chronic, highly infectious disease that affects the skin, the 
peripheral nerves (nerves outside the brain and spinal cord), and the mucous 
membranes of the nose, throat, and eyes. It can eventually lead to death. 
 
And a leper came to Jesus, imploring Him, and kneeling, said to him, “If You will, 
You can make me clean.” Moved with pity, He stretched out His hand and 
touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left 
him, and he was made clean. (Mark 1:40-42)  In spite of how contagious leprosy 
was, Jesus touched the leper.  And, a miracle occurred immediately, “. . 
.immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.”  
 
ST. Paul encourages you when you are dealing with serious illness, struggling with 
difficult life choices: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 
4:4-7)  
 
David, in Psalm 103:1-8 wrote, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,  
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you 
with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. The LORD works 
righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. He made known his ways to 



Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.” 
 
Prayer:  Lord, fill my heart with Your compassion.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, Let me stand; I am tired, I am 
weak 
I am worn.  Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light 
 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near; When my life is 
almost gone. 
Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears And the night draws near And the day is almost 
gone, 
At the river I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
(LSB 739) 

 
 
  

 
 

   
 


