
A SERIES OF CHRISTMAS DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS BASED UPON THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO LUKE 

 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

 
Luke 2:13-14 “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom He is pleased!” 

Christmas is a season of choruses, choirs, concerts, and special church services 
that feature Christmas music.  From the 360 singers in the Mormon Tabernacle 
choir to the six-year-old Sunday school child’s solo, much glory and honor are 
given to God for sending His Son Jesus to be born in Bethlehem. Composers 
continue to compose new and exciting Christmas anthems, cantatas and the like.  
Churches and concert halls are filled to capacity with people anxious to hear and 
participate in the singing of the season’s best. 

Can you imagine hearing a “multitude of heavenly hosts praising God and singing, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is 
pleased?” Handel, in His Messiah, has probably come as close as anyone to 
capturing both the words and music of the angels.  Doesn’t your heart stir when 
the singers of the Messiah reach the crescendo of the work, the Hallelujah 
Chorus?”  One would have to be comatose not to be stirred by the music and the 
words. 

The heavens could not contain the joy and excitement God’s Angels experienced 
when Jesus was born. From the lone Angel announcing Jesus’ birth, to the 
shepherds, to the heavenly chorus of Angels, they were moved to give God glory 
by raising their voices in song.   

You do not have to sing like an operatic star to sing Glory to God in the highest.  
God listens to your heart which is always on key.  In fact, no sound at all may 
come through your lips. Your thoughts of praise and honor you give God for 
sending His Son Jesus rise to His ears because He knows your heart and all that is 
in your heart.   

Christmas is the season in which we Christians give our highest honor, offer our 
most beautiful gifts, praise, worship and thank our heavenly Father for His gift of 
the Christ Child. For “to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful 



Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this” 
(Isaiah 9:6-7)  

Prayer:  Glory in the Highest be Yours, O God, for Your gift of Jesus.  Amen. 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Shepherds why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
(LSB 368) 

 
 

  


