
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED UPON THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
 

THE RIGHT THING 
 

Luke 12:57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?” 
 
There is still time!  This saying can apply to many situations in life.  In today’s 
devotional thought it applies to your spiritual life.  The key to understanding verse 
57 are two words, “of yourself.”  With these two words Jesus is not referring to 
your own ability.  He is referring to what God is doing in your life. 
 
What God is doing is so plain that there is every reason you are able to do the 
right thing.  The right thing is Gospel based.  God fills your heart and life with His 
grace, His undeserved love, His richest gift of faith in His Son.  “Of yourself” is in 
contrast to others.  Others cannot do the right thing for you.  Only God through 
the Holy Spirit in the saving work of Jesus has done the right thing in your heart 
whereby you possess the truth of your victory over sin, death and the devil. 
 
By God’s grace, through His gift of faith to you in His Son Jesus, you do the right 
thing.  Filled with His grace you rely upon your Savior Jesus who has set you free 
from your bondage to the devil and sin.  The Holy Spirit freely leads you daily, 
through the power of the Gospel, to follow Jesus on your life journey.  Jesus is 
leading you safely through your earthly life to an eternal life with your heavenly 
Father. 
 
By God’s grace you know the right thing.  You know that out of His unlimited love 
He has sent His Son Jesus to overcome for you those that would lead you to an 
everlasting death.  He daily sends His Spirit, as Luther says, “to call you by the 
Gospel, enlighten you with His gifts, and sanctify and keep you in the true faith. . 
.”  It is upon His grace you rely because on your own you can do nothing to 
appease God’s deserved wrath and punishment of your sins. 
 
By God’s grace and His Holy Spirit, you reject what is wrong and accept what is 
right.   
 
Prayer:  Lord, daily send Your Spirit into my heart to lead me to know and do that 
which is right in Your sight.  Through Jesus, Your Son, my Savior.  Amen. 



 
By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;  
My soul, believe and doubt it not, 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 
 
By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;  
Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 
 
By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 
Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 
 
By grace! This ground of faith is certain; As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
What in His Word our God commands. 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 
 
By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 
 
By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 



For though I know my heart’s condition,  
I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 
(LSB 566) 

 
 

      


