Schedule
Saturdays - 4 PM
Sundays - 9 AM

Bible Studies
Sundays
Bible Class - 10:15 AM
(Parish Hall)

Mondays
Women's Bible Study -

9:30 AM (Parish Hall)
Tuesdays

Read Scripture Women'’s
Bible Study -
2:00 PM (Parish Hall)

Wednesdays
Bible Class - 9:30 AM

(Parish Hall)

Fridays
Men's Bible Study - 9:00

1st, 3rd & 5th Friday
(Parish Hall)

Bible Class
10:30 AM (Parish Hall)

Church Office Hours
M-Th 7:30-3:30 & F 7:3

. J abandon Biblical principles in favor of the new morality.

A publication of Crown of Life Lutheran Church, Sun City West, AZ

From Pastor Phill

" No! No resolutions! | wouldn’t keep them up anyway, so why? Unless... let’s go at it

this way: | resolve to eat more stuff not good for me, spend more than | should, drive
way too fast, etc. That way if | don’t keep those resolutions, it’s a good thing. The

= lesson: be careful what you resolve to do.

And welcome to a brand New Year, one that, if anything, will fly by even faster than

the previous ones. Epiphany is a week away; this year with an early Easter, February
14 is Ash Wednesday, into Lent we go so quickly, and by the end of March Eastertide
has come and gone. See what | mean? The year is already flying and you just got this
today!

In December we held a special Voters’ Assembly at which we determined to call
Zachary Mulso to our new position Director of Technology Ministries. | did speak to
him that afternoon to let him know, and to ask him to begin considering the Call. The

. process is not a speedy one; Call docs go to Pacific Southwest District President for

signature before moving on to Zach through Concordia University/Mequon’s Director
of Placement. All that says it will be some weeks before we know whether Zach

" accepts the Call or returns it.

Now, that new staff position does not mean we need fewer volunteers in the sound
booth. There are 3 spots up there that need to be filled by our members, sound
board, PowerPoint operator, streaming operator — none of them difficult, all of them
easily trained. If you're looking for a way to serve the church on a scheduled but
occasional basis, we need you.

In fact, we need you in other places as well: greeters and ushers, easy and enjoyable.
Or how about the Bell Choir? We have many more bells than we do ringers — there is
a place for you there. Can you sing? Join the Choir. There’s room for you in the choir
loft as well. So many places to serve — what’s on your heart?

The United Methodist Church has in recent years moved away from its once

= conservative stances on so many issues impacting this world. As a result nearly 2,500

parishes of that denomination have sought “disaffiliation,” that is, leaving the
denomination. The Episcopal church in this country has experienced the same thing,
giving rise to the Anglican church in America. As the media drives public opinion, and
the law of the land changes before our eyes, churches come under pressure to

Continued on pg. 2
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A Few Notes from
the Church Office

by Holly Gast

THANK YOU:

A special Thank You to all the
volunteers that helped stuff
bulletins this holiday season. We
are truly blessed to have so many
people volunteering their time to
help us in the church office. We
appreciate all of you!

February Newsletter Deadline:
The February Newsletter deadline

has been moved up to January 10.

2024 Contribution Envelopes:
The 2024 contribution envelopes

are in the Narthex for pick up.
Please do not use the 2024
envelopes until January 2024.

2023 Contribution Statements:
Your 2023 contribution statements
will be mailed this year. So please
look for them to arrive late
January. Please contact Holly or
Cathy in the church office if you
have any discrepancies or any
questions. Thank you!

Installation of Officers

On Sunday, January 7, the elected
and appointed officers of our
boards, committees, and
organizations will all be recognized
and installed into service for the
year 2024. The Installation will
take place at the Sunday service
and will include officers and
leaders of our boards and Church
Council, our auxiliary
organizations, and committees.

Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod remains its stodgy old self, for which | thank
my Lord and my God. Just yesterday, the Pope announced Catholic churches may
now “bless” same sex marriage, whatever that means. Those folks seeking that
blessing are children of God, deserving of love of neighbor like anyone else, and
yet we here stand ready to not only “bless” but marry a man and a woman as God
created us, and not to compromise our — the Bible’s — standards on these societal
hot button issues.

On that serious note | pray each of us, and our church, have a healthy and
prosperous New Year. Who knows what adventures God has in store for us?

Pastor Phill

From Pastor Mark
Happy New Year Brothers and Sisters in Christ!

As we stand on the brink of a new year, let's embrace the opportunity for
spiritual growth and deepened connection with our faith. Starting January 1st,
we invite each and every one of you to join us on a transformative journey of
reading through the entire Bible.

This year, we will be using the “Bible Project” application, which is a powerful
tool designed to enhance your reading experience. Or you can just read along
using the handout available with the schedule that we will be following. The
application will have insightful videos accompanying each book of the Bible and
other videos dealing with the themes that arise in that part of the Bible. This app
will not only guide you through the Scriptures but also provide valuable context
and understanding. If you are reading on your own, you can sign up on the email
list at the Information Desk and we will send you the links to the video for each
book. The app will also remind you of your reading each day with notifications.

Why embark on this journey? Reading the Bible cover to cover allows us to grasp
the grand narrative of God's love, grace, and redemption. It's an opportunity to
strengthen our spiritual foundation, deepen our relationship with God, and foster
a sense of community as we embark on this collective endeavor.

Let's encourage one another on this journey! Share your thoughts, reflections,
and favorite passages with each other. We'll also be augmenting the reading we
will be doing as a church at Barbie’s Tuesday afternoon Bible Study (2:00pm) and
my Wednesday Bible Study (9:30am) to discuss the scriptures we are reading at
that time, any questions you might have, and we can share the wisdom we gain
along the way.

As we read together, may the words of Scripture inspire us, challenge us, and
draw us closer to the heart of God. You are also encouraged to let your friends,
neighbors, and golf buddies know that they can join us in this amazing journey.
Let everyone in the community know that Crown of Life Lutheran Church is a
congregation that is all about the Word of God! Let's make 2024 a year of
spiritual renewal and growth as we dive into the richness of God's Word.

Blessings,
Pastor Mark
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Men'’s Friday Bible Study: Suffering and
Righteousness

30'””/ ous Men of Crown of Life
M e n S B | b | e are invited to come on
S t u the first, third, and
fifth Fridays of the
month for
conversation, coffee,
donuts, and Bible
study.
On Friday, January 5 at 9:00 a.m., Pastor Mirly will
begin a new topic on “SUFFERING AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS.” This study will be based upon a
quick survey of the Book of Job followed by finding
Biblical answers to why does God permit you to have
trials, tribulations, and difficulties in your life. A
sample of the questions that will be discussed are: 1)
Where is God in your time of pain and suffering? 2)
Why does God permit tragedy(s) to happen? 3) What
are important questions to ask and answers He gives
when facing adversity/life’s challenges?

Each session is from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. All men
of the congregation are invited and encouraged to
attend. Pastor Mirly also encourages you to invite a
neighbor, golfing partner and/or friend to come with
you. There will be two sessions in January on the 5t
and 19t of the month.

Assimilation News

By Judith Axelson

It's not too late to sign up for Dinners for 6
running January - March.

Sign up now for the AZBT showing of "On the
Town." (You may remember the movie of 3 sailors
in New York for 24 hours.) It's a dinner/show
matinee at 12 noon on Thursday, February

1st. $70/person due at sign up. The last day to
sign up is January 14t as the money must be in to
AZBT by then.

Feb 14t is Ash Wednesday and our spaghetti
dinner.

March 7t is Barleen's matinee. $70/ person covers
dinner, show, bus and driver tip. It does not
include gratuities to the servers.

Ladies Out to Lunch continues every 3rd Tuesday
of the month.

You can find information and signups on the
Information Desk located in the Narthex.

Undecorate the Church

We need extra helping hands to help undecorate

Extra hands mean decorations come down quicker!

! 1
| :
! :
| :
| the church on Saturday, January 13 at 8:00am. !
! 1
! 1
! 1
| :
' 1
\ 1
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Thoughts and Prayers

Joining the Church Triumphant

Crown of Life members who recently were called
home to Heaven are:

Otto Hass, November 30
Greg Harwood, December 18
Carolyn Sauter, December 22

We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve
for our beloved as well, knowing that God honors our tears.
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MISSI®NS
Thank You

Merry Xmas and Blessed Advent! As this year reaches a close, I am once again brought to Christian thanks for all the
Christian brothers and sisters who lift my work up in prayers and offering. Thank you so much for all your sacrificial
generosity and may God richly bless us all in the name of his Son Jesus Christ.

Dear Crown of Life!

In the name of Jesus,
Rev. Tyler McMiller
Church Planter/Theological Educator in Italy through LCMS

To our brothers and sisters in Sun City West -

Advent greetings, advance wishes for a blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year, and thanks for your continued support
and partnership in prayer and giving. As the year draws to a close and we reflect on what has occurred and how the Lord
has worked in our lives, I pray you take great joy in how He continues to use your congregation to support the work of
the Gospel in Arizona and around the world!

We look forward to worshiping with you again in person sometime late this coming spring, and we’ll keep you informed
as dates begin to take shape. Until then, may God the Holy Spirit guard and keep us all until our Lord's glorious return!

In Christ,

Rev. Paul A. Nelson

Regional Theological Educator
Southeast Asia Region, LCMS

We are working Together
By Jay Brinkmeyer

“I thank my God every time [ remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:3-6

[ live alone here in Normal, IL and occasionally, perhaps once a month, [ eat out and the
host will ask me, “Is there just one of you?” I am just one Trinity HOPE donor, but I can tell
you that there are many more like me who care about feeding Haitian school children out
there. Together, “we” are the church and together “we” accomplish HIS work through HIS
directions. WE provide meals for a really, large group of Haitian children and their
schoolteachers. I totally agree with what St. Paul wrote, “I thank my God every time I
remember you” because | have seen many of those children that WE are feeding. WE are
strong in numbers. WE are united while doing God’s work...feeding HIS children...HIS
missionaries to Haiti.

Your donatlon is so very important. Your Bible study group, school, congregation, and family are very important to His
work feeding Haitian school children. Please ask the Holy Spirit to bring another person to your table and be prepared to
hear the words; “is this seat taken?” Let us work together.

May God be with you,
Jay
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Set Apart to Serve as the Body of Christ in this World

Christine Escobar, Care Ministry Coordinator

il CROWN

—-Is- OF LIFE
Lutheron Church

God created us and set us apart for a Holy purpose. Christ has called us together in his church
family to represent him in this world. By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if you
Care Ministry have love for one another (John 13:35).

Our Care Ministry serves our church family in practical ways that express our love and concern for each other. In 2023,
we served over 50 meals and made over 400 visits, and our handyman/technology team assisted people with home
and technology needs over 30 times. Contact any of our team leaders listed below with questions or requests and to
volunteer with our ministry. Serving on our team is a wonderful way to build friendships!

Please join us for educational sessions with Dr. Ruchir Gupta, on Monday, January 15, 2024, and Jill Parsons,
Director of Assisted Living and Memory Care at Sun Health, on Monday, February 19, 2024. Feel free to invite

guests who would benefit from these presentations.

fl CROWN

== OFLIFE
Lutheran Church

Care Ministry

Crown of Life Lutheran Church
13131 W Spanish Garden Drive
Sun City West, AZ 85375

Monday, January 15, 2024,
2:00 - 3:00 pm (Parish Hall)
Guest Speaker:

Dr. Ruchir Gupta
Mountainview Headache
and Spine Institute

Dr. Gupta is double board certified in
anesthesiology and pain medicine by

Learn how Ketamine, a non-narcotic is
a safe method that provides effective

pain discomfort. This approach
prioritizes pain relief without the risks
associated with
opioid medications,
offering a secure
alternative for
managing such
discomfort.

N \ Y ‘ 1
Contact the team leaders listed below if you want to volunteer for one of our Care teams.

the American Board of Anesthesiology.

means to alleviate joint and lower back

il CROWN
-_-|=- OF LIFE
Lutheran Church

Care Ministry

Crown of Life Lutheran Church
13131 W Spanish Garden Drive
Sun City West, AZ 85375

Monday, February 19, 2024,
2:00 - 3:00 pm (Parish Hall)

Guest Speaker:

Jill Parsons
Director of Assisted Living
and Memory Care

Sun Health

When a loved one or friend is
diagnosed with dementia, it’s
hard to know how to
communicate. Join Jill Parsons
to learn the do’s and don’ts of
communicating with someone
with cognitive impairment. You
will learn different techniques
for communication and why
they will be useful at any stage
of their dementia.

(Light) Handyman/Technology Services
Duane Rawson (Trustees) 928 925 0453

Stephen Ministry Request/Referral
Lola Leshney 623 826 9237

Homebound/Care Center Visits
Darlene Markle 970 623 9360
Dee Harries 785 562 6801

Community Resource Referral
Christine Escobar 623 218 6793

Share a Meal Request/Referral
Marilyn Goodnight 623 444 7551

Questions:
Christine Escobar 623 218 6793 or

email Care@colchurch.com
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My Refuge and My Fortress

Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator

The loss of a loved one shatters our world. Nothing seems the same. We feel vulnerable and defenseless. How do we go
on? The pain wells up and comes upon us like waves of the ocean. We wonder if we will ever feel joy again. Our
strength and our resilience come from our Lord. We can trust the Lord to shelter us through this treacherous time.

A helpful practice when we feel adrift amid the turmoil of our emotions is to select a favorite scripture verse that calms
our soul. Read the verse aloud at least three times. [ recently chose Psalm 91 and read it aloud three times. [ was
amazed at the sense of calm and reassurance I felt after I completed this practice. I have made this practice part of my
morning routine.

Psalm 91: My Refuge and My Fortress
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High the Most High, who is my refuge—

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
21 will say to the LorD, “My refuge and no plague come near your tent.
my fortress, my God, in whom | trust.” 1 For he will command his angels concerning

3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the  you to guard you in all your ways.
fowler and from the deadly pestilence.

4He will cover you with his pinions, 14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will
and under his wings you will find refuge; deliver him;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. I will protect him, because he knows my
5You will not fear the terror of the night, name.
nor the arrow that flies by day, 15When he calls to me, | will answer him;
®nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, I will be with him in trouble;
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. I will rescue him and honor him.
16 With long life I will satisfy him
9 Because you have made and show him my salvation.

the LORD your dwelling place—

Replenishing our souls with God’s Word is essential to staying encouraged and motivated to move forward in our walk
with God amid grief, pain, and difficulties. Our GriefCare support groups provide such an opportunity. We offer
Christian fellowship, comfort, and encouragement as we draw close to God to get through the challenging and painful
time of grieving the loss of a loved one.

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, please join us. Our winter GriefCare group begins on January 3, 2024. We will
meet in the Chapel on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Please call Christine at 623-218-6793 or email
griefcare@colchurch.com for more information and to register. You may also pick up a GriefCare pamphlet in the back of
the pew or at the Information Desk. We welcome Crown of Life members and non-members.

Read Scripture 2024

Let’s read through the whole Bible...together!

Read Scripture Bible Study starts Wednesday, January 3rd at 9:30 in the
Parish Hall with Pastor Mark.

Bible studies facilitated by Barbie Airey are on Tuesdays at 2PM in the
Parish Hall starting Tuesday, January 2",

Or join us Wednesdays on ZOOM at 10:30AM starting Wednesday,
January 3, 2024.

Details at the Information Desk.



January 2024
|
INFORMATION UPDATE FORM . January

Has your address, phone number or email address changed at all in 20237 |

If it has, please fill out this form and either drop it off or mail it in to the church = Altar Flowers
office by February 15. We are currently updating our system and are trying to |
ensure we have all your correct contact information. We will also be using this -
information for our updated 2024 Church Directory. |

If you would like to sign up for
flowers, please sign the flower
. book thatis in the Narthex, right
I Name(s): outside the Parish Hall. Indicate

(s): : the date you would like to have
flowers placed on the altar

Address: I along with any preferences. The
| I cost for flowers is $45, which
. . can be dropped off in the church
| I office or placed in the collection
. Phone Number(s): . plate, labeled ‘Flowers.” If you
| I have any questions, please
. . contact Florella Denzin at
| , I 623-670-4320.
. Email Address(s):
| |
| |
»  Other Updates: .

Emergency Contact:

lif you have any questions or concerns, please contact Holly or Cathy in the church
office by email at office@colchurch.com or by phone at 623-546-6228.

Women in Mission

By Darlene Markle

What are your plans for the new year? Have you ever wondered what

God is planning for you this year? They could be similar. We know

He knows what’s next for you. God certainly wants you to be a blessing

in your family, church, neighborhood and to your friends. You are worth T e

everything to Him!

Matthew 6:26 says “Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not more value than they?”

Start fresh. Don’t go into the new year with last year’s burdens. Instead, pray. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “pray without
ceasing.” Ask Him to help you change if you want more of Him in your life. It takes courage to change but the list of
promises He has for you is worth it. Pray also He uses LWML as an example of being in the Word. There are many Bible
studies offered throughout the week. Choose one that fits your schedule. There have been dozens of new members this
past year. Let’s embrace the new ladies and invite them to one of the many opportunities offered. There are lists on the
Information Desk in which to choose from!

Speaking of something new, did you see the inscriptions on the two crosses on the altar? [ did just last week and love
telling others to look. All women are invited on Tuesday, January 9th at 1pm in the chapel to hear our next speaker,
Christine Escobar. Happy New Year!
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January Servants

Senior Pastor Rev. Phill Robbins
Associate Pastor Rev. Mark Airey

Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. Ray
Mirly

ELDERS
(4:00) Chris Beck, Ron Mara, Tim Jehn
(9:00) Chris Beck, Gerry Harpt

TRUSTEES

(4:00) Joe Jellison  (9:00) Curt Connolly

FLOWERS

Judy Briddle, Florella Denzin, Vicki Jolin,
Sheila Mecham, Karen Murphy, Darlene
McAfee, Judy Razo, Lynda Rud, Kathe
Schmidt, Denise Trevarrow, Jan
Tvinnereim, Ellen Wolfgang

LIVESTREAM

Jan 7: Henry Munzinger
Jan 14: Tom Mertins
Jan 21: Todd Schutt

Jan 28: Lisa Safago

SOUND

Jan 6: Joe Jellison

Jan 7: Eddie Mallonen
Jan 13: Dana Boesen

Jan 14: Headlee Burdette
Jan 20: Joe Jellison

Jan 21: Larry Mills

Jan 27: Dana Boesen

Jan 28: Todd Schutt

SCREENS

Jan 6: Mila Boeson

Jan 7: Tom Mertins

Jan 13: Deb Christ

Jan 14: Judy Brodzeller
Jan 20: Darlene McAfee
Jan 21: Kathy Beilstein
Jan 27: Deb Christ

Jan 28: Ken Coffman

TELLERS

Duane & Orv Neal, Sheila Mecham, Ellen
Wolfgang, Dale Johnson, Chuck Blakley Sub
- Ken Grover

GREETERS

Saturday: Linda Beck, Joan Byrd

Sunday: Dene Munzinger, Dee Harries, Bonette
Copelan

Guest Book: Lee Gregoire

ALTAR GUILD
(4:00) Nada McCrea, Arline Orchowski
(9:00) Deb Christ, Bettie Ore

1 Karen Weitzel

2 Holly Browning

4 Wilma Schwandt
4 David Wentworth
6 Don Abrahamson
6 Nancy Lorenzen
6 Donna Roeker

7 Kathy Schutt

8 Connie Rau

9 Byron Brown

9 Sue Krischler

10 Gene Axelson
10 George Maul

10 Dorian Pfeifer
11 Cheryl Bernhardt

dnniversarif

1 Donald and Charlotte Hynes

2 Tamara and Albert Willars

10 Jerry and Lisa Royer Nicholson
24 Ken and Jeanette Hagemann

25 Jim and Janice Drake

28 Sam and Sheila Mecham
29 Clint Koenig and Barbara Polhemus

30 Tim and Barbara Aden

31 Gordon and Roxanne Kath

%%4 MW/

BITTHD

12 Bob Downes

12 Maria Winfrey
15 Martha Plapp

16 Larry Bublitz

16 Roberta Dockweiler
17 Gloria Andersen
17 Robin Coursen
17 Ed Michel

17 Alan Winegarden
18 Loretta Ebel

18 Paul Richardson
19 Pat Coyle

20 Penny Pinter

21 Cindy Buda

21 Todd Schutt

Ushers
(4:00) Al & Jan Knutsen, Don & Judy Johnson

(9:00) Randy & Lorrie Schulz, Don & Evelyn Sandstede

21 Sue Trevisan

22 Richard Ziert
26 Sandra Barbeau
26 Steve Kayton
26 Hollis Robbins
28 Lillian Holen

28 Chuck Pollock
29 Sharon Michael
29 Karen Myers
29 Al Stoudemire
30 Diane Hammann
31 Kathleen Hauck
31 John Orr
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