
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
 PRAISE TO GOD   

 
Romans 11:33-36 “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!  “Who has 
known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counselor?”  “Who has ever given 
to God, that God should repay them?” For from Him and through Him and for Him 
are all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen.” 

Today’s devoNonal verses, Romans 11:33-36, enthusiasNcally praise God’s grace and 
mercy that Paul has been wriNng about in the previous several chapters of Romans, 
especially chapters 9 -11.  At this point, Paul’s personal faith in Jesus is overflowing 
in His leSer to the Roman Church.  He is celebraNng the salvaNon that is for Jew and 
GenNle alike.   

The opening sentence of Paul’s doxology emphasizes the unlimited grace and mercy 
of God with phrases like “depth of the riches,” “unsearchable,” and “His paths 
beyond tracing out!”  No one can fathom the immensity of God’s love for sinners.  
No one can comprehend how God paNently reaches out with His call through the 
Gospel to humanity.   

Paul writes, “How unfathomable His judgments and incomprehensible His ways!” 
Human reason cannot understand how God would send His Son Jesus to take upon 
Himself the sins of all people.  You can almost hear the wheels of Paul’s mind 
churning as he tries to wrap his mind around sinless Jesus on trial before Pilate, 
condemned to death on a cross and crucified on Calvary in subsNtuNon by God for 
his own sins (Paul’s) and the sins of all humanity.  “Unfathomable!”  
“Incomprehensible!” 

“Or who has been His counselor?”  “Who has ever given to God, that God should 
repay them?” To these two rhetorical quesNons there was no need for Paul to write 
the answer because it is so obvious, isn’t it?  NO ONE!  No one can give God counsel 
because no human being thinks like Him.  No human being is filled with the kind of 
love and kindness God has.  No one can pay God off or purchase His forgiveness 
other than His Son Jesus who did this for you! 

“To Him be the glory forever! Amen.” 



Prayer:  To You my Heavenly Father; to You Jesus Christ, my Savior; to You Holy Spirit 
my Counselor be glory forever and ever.  Amen 

Praise my soul, the King of Heaven; To his feet our tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, Evermore His praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasNng King. 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favor To His people in distress; 
Praise Him sNll the same as ever, Slow to chide and swid to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness. 
 
Father-like He tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hand He gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet His mercy flows. 
 
Angels, help us to adore Him; You behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him, All who dwell in Nme and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace. 
(LSB 793)  
 

 

 

 


