
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO  

 
Romans 12:17  “Do not repay anyone evil for evil.” 

“I will get you for that!”  “You just wait!”  RetaliaAon!  Your Old Adam, your sinful 
nature, your ego must find a way to retaliate, pay someone back, put someone in 
their place whenever you are aJacked by them.  You don’t want to become a 
door-mat that people walk all over you, do you? 

Jesus taught in His Sermon on the Mount,  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye 
for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone 
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.  And if anyone 
wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.  If anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do 
not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.” (MaJhew 5:38-42)  
Jesus pracAced from the cross what He preached in this sermon, He prayed to His 
heavenly Father, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” (Luke 
23:34) 

Solomon, filled with wisdom from Yahweh taught this proverb, “Do not say, ‘I’ll 
pay you back for this wrong!’ Wait for the LORD, and He will avenge you.” Peter 
exhorts you when you want to retaliate for harm that has been done to you, “Do 
not repay evil with evil or insult with insult.  On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called. . .” (1 Peter 3:9)  Jesus taught, “Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the 
other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give 
to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” (Luke 6:27-31) 

Jesus showed great compassion and love toward all people. He has loved you, in 
spite of the sins you have commiJed toward Him. Jesus exhorts you to, “Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)  St. Paul 
says “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to 
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, 
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. (Romans 12:9-10) 



Prayer:  Lord, fill my heart with love for both those who love me but also those 
who do not.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” You taught us, Lord to pray; 
But You alone can grant us grace To live the words we say. 
 
How can Your pardon reach and bless The unforgiving heart 
That broods on wrongs and will not let Old biJerness depart. 
 
In blazing light Your cross reveals The truth we dimly knew; 
What trivial debts are owed to us, How great our debt to You! 
 
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls And bid resentment cease; 
Then, bound to all in bonds of love, Our lives will spread Your peace. 
(LSB 843)  

 

  

 

 


