
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
YOUR LIFE FLOWS OUT OF GOD’S MERCY   

 
Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship.”   

“Therefore,” since you have received God’s mercy, your life has been changed. God 
has declared you not guilty of sin because of the faith He has given you in Christ 
Jesus.  Your sins have been washed clean in the blood of Jesus.  God has clothed you 
in Christ’s robes of righteousness. (Romans chapters 1 -11)  

In view of what God has done in you by the power of His Spirit through His Word 
and the Sacraments, Paul strongly encourages you to live your life in view of the 
dramaPc change that God has brought about in your heart and life.  You are no 
longer under the control of Satan, the world, or your sinful flesh.  The Holy Spirit 
now leads and guides you along the paths of righteousness for Christ’s sake.  

You have been reconciled with your heavenly Father by Jesus’ death on Good 
Friday’s cross.  He presents you to His Father holy, blameless, without sin.  
(Colossians 1:22)  Paul encourages you to live your life so that it reflects this new life 
you have been given through Christ.  He writes these words to sPr you up, to 
moPvate you to live your life, consistent with the Gospel, in a holy and pleasing way 
to God.   

Paul strongly urges you to constantly keep in mind the mercy God has shown you 
which is foundaPonal to your new life-style.  All that you do that is pleasing to the 
Lord flows out of the mercy you have received.  It is His mercy that has set you free 
to live your life to His glory and honor for “if the Son sets you free, you shall be free 
indeed.” (John 8:36) 

The Formula of Concord states, “your new will becomes an instrument and means 
of God the Holy Spirit, so that (you) not only lay hold on grace but also cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit in the (good) works that follow.” Therefore, St. Paul strongly 
encourages you to respond acPvely and freely on the basis of God’s mercy He has 
so graciously put into your heart.  

Prayer:  Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to Thee.  Amen. 



Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be SwiZ and beauPful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
 
Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for thee. 
(LSB 783) 
  

 


