
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
THINK AND PRAY BEFORE YOU ACT  

 
Romans 12:17   “Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.” 

As you go about your daily ac@vi@es search the Scriptures, be prayerful and 
thoughDul.  Search the Scriptures because God has given them to you to give you 
guidance. (see Psalm 119:105) In regard to prayer, Jesus said, “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.” (MaShew 7:7-8) A hymn says, “With the Lord begin your 
task, Jesus will direct it. . .” (LSB 869, v.1) Prayer is the very ac@vity through which 
Jesus stands ready to respond with His guidance.   

St. Paul begins today’s devo@onal verse with the exhorta@on to “be careful.”  The 
Greek word for careful means, “to think about something ahead of @me, with the 
implica@on that one can then respond appropriately, to give aSen@on beforehand, 
to have in mind what to do.”  Think if Peter had followed these words of St. Paul.  
He was quick to act and then to think.  Such behavior caused many difficul@es for 
Peter.   

How about you?  Do you think through what you are about to do, pray about it, 
search the Scriptures to see if God has a word of guidance?  The Bible is not a 
recipe book, but it is wriSen for your learning.  First and foremost, God has given 
you His word to reveal to you your sins and then the forgiveness He wants to give 
you through faith in His Son Jesus.  His word is also wriSen to give you His 
guidance to live your life in accord with His will, to help you avoid following the 
guidance of Satan, and enable you to live your life to give witness about Him to 
those around you. 

Paul wrote to Titus that God’s grace offers salva@on to all people.  He says it also 
teaches you to say “‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age . . .” He sent Jesus “to 
redeem (you) from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His 
very own, eager to do what is good.” 

Prayer:  Guide me LORD in all that I think, say, and do that it be to Your glory and 
for my good.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 



With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. 
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev ‘ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended, 
In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended. 
 
Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adora@on. 
On the Lord cast ev ‘ry care; He is your salva@on. 
‘Morning, evening and at night Jesus will be near you. 
Save you from the tempter’s might, With His presence cheer you. 
 
With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you. 
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master, 
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster. 
 
If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing; 
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing. 
Good will follow ev’rywhere While you here must wander; 
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder. 
 
Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended; 
May Your will be done, I ask, Un@l life is ended. 
Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor; 
Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever. 
(LSB 869)  


