
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
REJOICE WITH THOSE WHO REJOICE  

 
Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice . . .”   

Satan a8empts to turn your heart against others.  One of the ways he does this is 
temp@ng you to resent the success of others.  He will try to arouse in you feelings 
of discontent when your neighbor has success.  He will tempt you with feelings of 
envy and even covetousness.   

In today’s devo@onal verse, St. Paul encourages you to “rejoice with those who 
rejoice.”  When your neighbor has success, something good comes into their life, 
they receive a special blessing from God, he says, look in a posi@ve way that God 
has favored them.  Rejoice with them in their rejoicing. In 1 Thessalonians 15:16 he 
encourages you to rejoice con@nuously. . . 

Rejoicing flows out of the love that God has put into your heart.  You rejoice because 
you celebrate the undeserved love you have received from God and in turn that 
your neighbor receives as well.  His love turns your heart away from yourself.  It 
turns it toward God which is the first table of the Law and toward your neighbor, 
which is the second table of the Law. 

Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 5 rejoicing is a giS of God.  He gives you this giS to 
liS up your heart, but also to liS of the heart and life of others.  Rejoicing comes 
from the joy that fills your heart.  It is a celebra@on of God’s goodness and mercy.  
It is a way in which you give honor, glory, and praise to Him. 

The writer of the words to the children’s song, “I’ve Got The Joy, Joy, Joy down in 
my heart” a8ributes joy to the love of Jesus.  That joy is not dependent upon the 
ups and downs of life.  It is one that is an eternal joy because nothing can separate 
you from the love of God which is yours in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8) 

Rejoicing with your neighbor comes naturally when your heart is filled with the love 
of Jesus.  As has been noted in these devo@ons a number of @mes, you love because 
you were first loved by God.  

Rejoice and again I say rejoice! 

Prayer:  Lord, fill my heart with Your love and grant that I am able to rejoice for all 
your blessings You grant to me and to my neighbor.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 



Rejoice, O pilgrim throne! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your festal banner wave on high, The cross of Christ your king. Refrain: 
Rejoice1 Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
 
With voice as full and strong As ocean’s surging praise, 
Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, The psalms of ancient days. Refrain: 
 
With all the angel choirs, With all the saints on earth 
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain: 
 
Yet on and onward s@ll, With hymn and chant and song, 
Through gate and porch and columned aisle The hallowed pathways throng: 
Refrain: 
 
S@ll liS your standard high, S@ll march in firm array,  
As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till downs the golden day.  Refrain: 
 
At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest.  Refrain: 
 
Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore.  Refrain: 
(LSB 813) 

  


