
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
LIVE AT PEACE  

 
Romans 12:19 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone.”   

In today’s devoAonal verse St. Paul conAnues his exhortaAon regarding love in 
acAon.  In verse 9 he called for you to love others sincerely.  Verse 2 was an appeal 
to you to be careful in what you do striving to do only that which is right.  Today’s 
verse exhorts you to seek to maintain peaceful relaAonships but never to 
compromise your ChrisAan witness and convicAons.   

Verse 18 begins with the condiAonal phrase, “if it is possible.”  Live at peace with 
others is what you are to strive to do, but it will not always be possible because 
not everyone will permit you to do so.  The point of Paul’s condiAonal phrase is 
found in the next phrase, “as far as it depends on you,” let nothing you do prevent 
peace with others. 

Verse 18 is in many ways a conclusion to the words of verses 14 through 17, “Bless 
those who persecute you. . .rejoice with those who rejoice. . .mourn with those 
who mourn. . .live in harmony with others. . .do not retaliate.”  Your ChrisAan 
responsibility is to do all in your power to live in peace with others. 

Peace is Jesus’ giR to you, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.” (John 14:27) He said peacemakers are a blessing, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (MaZhew 5:9) PromoAng 
peace and striving for peace in your own life is a natural outgrowth of the peace 
Jesus has given you with your heavenly Father.   

In a world of turmoil, trouble, fighAng, arguing and interpersonal strife you have 
Jesus’ giR of peace.  Striving to live in peace with all people is yet another way for 
you to “let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” (MaZhew 5:16) 

Prayer: Fill me dear Jesus with Your peace.  In Your holy name.  Amen. 

When peace, like a river, aZendeth my way;  
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 



Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
Refrain:  It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.  Refrain: 
 
He lives— oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;  
My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain: 
 
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
Even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain: 
(LSB 763) 

 
  

 

  


