
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
SHARE WITH THOSE IN NEED  

 
Romans 12:13 “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. . .”   

“Chris<an fellowship is much more than a pat on the back and a handshake. It means 
sharing the burdens and the blessings of others so that we all grow together and 
glorify the Lord.” (Bible Exposi<on Commentary) The early Chris<an church was 
noted for taking care of the needs of all of its members. The Holy Scriptures record 
such acts of loving care for those in need in the church in Jerusalem (Acts 2 and 4), 
The church in An<och (Acts 11), and the work of St. Paul organizing collec<ons for 
those in need in Jerusalem in 1 Corinthians 16, 2 Corinthians 8-9 and Romans 15. 

The Ten Commandments teach you are to love the Lord your God and your neighbor 
as yourself.  Jesus taught the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) to 
reinforce this teaching of God’s Law.  In this parable Jesus expanded the Jewish 
cultural view of providing care for their fellow Jews.  In the parable, a Samaritan 
cared for a Jew (both cultures had deep hatred for one another) who had been 
severely injured by a robber.   

In today’s devo<onal verse St. Paul focuses his teaching on giving care and support 
to fellow Chris<ans who are in need. In need means they were des<tute, lacking the 
necessi<es of life. “The Lord’s people” refers to those who are dedicated to God, 
devout and pious believers.” (Word Pictures)   

St. Paul wrote to Titus, “. . . Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us 
from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager 
to do what is good.”  St. Paul wrote to the church in Gala<a, “Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 
the family of believers. (Gala<ans 6:10) Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3:27, “Do not 
withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act.” 

God in His grace chose you to become a member of His family. Ephesians 2:10 says 
He chose you to “in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us (you) to do.”  God wants your Chris<an love to be more than a slap on 
someone’s back.  It includes helping to provide for those who are in need, 
especially your fellow believers. 



Prayer:  Holy Spirit, fill my heart with compassionate love, especially for fellow 
believers in their <me of need.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.   

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn;  
Let us with heart and mind and soul Now love Him in return. 
 
Forgive we now each other’s faults As we our faults confess, 
And let us love each other well In Chris<an holiness. 
 
Let strife among us be unknown; Let all conten<on cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace. 
 
Let us recall that in our midst Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one. 
 
For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same. 
(LSB 845) 


