
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
ONE BODY-MANY MEMBERS  

 
Romans 12:4-5 “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same func@on, so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.” 

Several weeks ago, the installa@on of newly elected congrega@onal officers occurred 
in my congrega@on.  There was a goodly number of men and women installed that 
day.  AJer the formal installa@on was completed, my pastor then asked all who 
usher to stand. . .then those serving on the altar guild. . .members of the choir and 
a host of other groups that func@on in the congrega@on.  In the end the vast majority 
of those in worship were standing.   

Today’s devo@onal verse reminded me of what I just described occurs in a Chris@an 
congrega@on.  Each member, aOendee, although different from one another with 
unique abili@es together make up ONE congrega@on.  In a world that likes to weigh 
the importance of people, give out most valuable player awards, give bonuses for 
outstanding work, etc., Paul’s words here in Romans 12 emphasize the fact that in 
the church “each member belongs to all the others.”  All are integral to the health 
and well-being of the congrega@on and one another. 

The abili@es of each member and of the congrega@on as a whole are God given.  In 
Philippians 2:1-4, St. Paul exhorts you and your fellow sisters and brothers in Christ, 
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambi@on or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.”   

The point is that each member func@ons to serve the body, not the body to serve 
the members. The diversity of the many accompanies the unity of the body. 
Therefore, it is important to think soundly about oneself and to evaluate properly 
God’s giJs and their use.  A choir director, without a choir cannot provide an anthem 
for worship.  The communion table prepared by the altar guilt is of no benefit unless 
there are people who come to the communion rail to partake of the body and blood 



of Jesus in, with and under the bread and wine.  The music prepared by the organist 
only edifies when there are people gathered together to hear it. 

A note in the Lutheran Study Bible states, “. . . Members of Christ’s body are never 
alone. We have been joined eternally to Him, as well as to one another”  St. Paul 
says it this way in Romans 14:7-8, “For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none 
of us dies for ourselves alone.  If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die 
for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” 

Prayer:  Lord, help me to recognize the giJs you have given me and how You want 
me to use them to Your glory and for the good of my fellow sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  Amen. 

Church of God, elect and glorious Holy na@on, chosen race; 
Called as God’s own special people, Royal priests and heirs of grace: 
Know the purpose of your calling, Show to all His mighty deeds; 
Tell of love that knows no limits Grace that meets all human needs. 
 
God has called you out of darkness Into His most marv’lous light; 
Brought His truth to life within you, Turned your blindness into sight. 
Let your light so shine around you That God’s name is glorified 
And all find fresh hope and purpose In Christ Jesus crucified. 
 
Once you were an alien people, Strangers to God’s heart of love; 
But He brought you home in mercy, Ci@zens of heav’n above.   
Let His love flow out to others, Let them feel a Father’s care; 
That they too may know His welcome And His countless blessings share. 
 
Church of God, elect and holy, Be the people He intends; 
Strong in faith and swiJ to answer Each command your Master sends: 
Royal priests, fulfill your calling Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service—Sing His praise, His love declare. 
(LSB 646)  


