
 
A SERIES OF DEVOTIONS BASED ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN ROME 

 
NO PRETENSE HERE  

 
Romans 12:9 “Love must be sincere. . .” 

The English Standard Version Bible I use provides a heading for these words and 
those that follow.  The heading is “Love in AcFon!”  The Greek word that is 
translated with the English word “love” in verse 9 is agape. In the Greek language 
there are many words for the word love.  They can mean sensual love, sexual love,  
affecFon, and many other meanings.  Agape is the highest form of love.  It is 
unselfish, caring, giving without wanFng or expecFng anything in return.  When you 
love someone with an agape love you have only their needs in mind and want to do 
for them only what will benefit them.  

As you saw the word “pretense” in the Ftle of this devoFon, what thought(s) came 
to your mind?  The dicFonary defines the word pretense as, “an aSempt to make 
something that is not the case appear to be true.  In the context of Romans 12:9 this 
would apply to your love.  The Greek word translated “must be sincere” is 
anupokritos, from which is derived the English word “hypocrite.”   

The opposite of pretense is genuine, sincere, and honest.  1 Corinthians 16:14 exhorts 
you as a Christian with these words,  “Do everything in love.”  The first verse of that 
same chapter exhorts, “pursue everything in love (agape.)”   

What then does agape look like? St. Paul answers this question with these words, 
“Love (agape) is paFent, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8a) 

John writes in 1 John 4:7-12 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does 
not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 



love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete in us.” 

Prayer:  God fill me with a love for you and for all people that is genuine, honest, 
and sincere.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Where charity and love prevail There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love By love are we thus bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear His charity we learn; Let us with heart and 
mind and soul Now love Him in return. 
 
Forgive we now each other’s faults As we our faults confess,  
And let us love each other well In ChrisFan holiness. 
 
Let strife among us be unknown; Let all contenFon cease;  
Be God’s the glory that we seek; Be ours His holy peace. 
 
Let us recall that in our midst dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one. 
 
For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same. 
(LSB 845) 

 

 

  


